
Rear of the house                                                                                          Bathroom/Utility Room, rotted floors 

 

Water damaged ceilings                                                                          Rustic kitchen cabinets 

 

Entry way and 3rd Bedroom                      Bed room off Living room, closet partially complete 

 



Back bedroom, closet partially complete                                                Pets damaged interior doors and trim 

 

Trim damage, rotting floors                                                                    Back bedroom? Shelving 

 

Floor under furnace in Bath/Utility room rotted                                   Cat poop In bathtub drain. 

 



Considering the damage to the interior and the quality of construction (shallow foundation; 2x6 floor joist),  the Land Bank 

Authority decided that it would be best to tear down the house and sell the property to a new owner for residential use.  

 

Roper excavating was awarded the contract at a cost of $4,425.  According to the contract as much of the material was recycled 

as possible 

  

The septic tank was crushed and filled in. A shallow well and the drain field remain on the property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Old home site grassed over spring 2014. 

 

 

July 2013, the new owner builds to the east of the original building site. They construct a new structure with 1280 S.F. of living 

space located behind a 1920 S.F. of attached garage.  This is quite the improvement over the previous use of the property. The 

Benzie County Land Bank is very happy with the results of it’s first major project.  Before demolition the 2012 Assessed Value 

was $30,800 and Taxable Value was $26,229. 2013 was sure to be a lot less after the assessor was notified, but because the Land 

Bank took possession the parcel was exempt for 2013.  2014 Assessed & Taxable Value was $63,300. The millage rate for 

Principal Residence property in Homestead Twp. was 21.4928 in 2013. The land bank gets to keep half the non-school revenue 

to help fund the demolition and renovation projects. This amounts to $680 a year for 5 years or $3,401 returned to the land 

bank. It is not the purpose of the Land Bank to make money. But the Land Bank Authority would prefer to be self-funded if 

possible.   











 





 


