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Benzie County Master Plan Survey 2015 

Results 
 
 
The Benzie County Master Plan Survey was conducted as part of the 2015 Benzie County Master Plan 
update. The survey was available from July- August 18, 2015. Three hundred sixty-one (361) responses 
were received. The following pages contain the results of the survey. 
 
The “Benzie County Master Plan Survey Results Summary and Report” (separate document) includes an 
analysis of these results and additional information on the survey. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q1 Please prioritize the following
community-identified issues in order of

their importance to you.
Answered: 337 Skipped: 24
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Q2 How important are the following
strategies in addressing issues related to

the preservation of scenic character?
Answered: 321 Skipped: 40

Reduce light
pollution to...

Preserve open
space

Provide for
scenic view...

Limit
development ...

Provide
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# Other (please specify)/General Comments Date

1 Dark skies are critical to preservation! 8/21/2015 8:38 AM

2 Protecting and preserving our natural resources should be our top priority. The Great Lakes are a national treasure and
cannot be replaced!

8/20/2015 8:51 AM

3 Protect night sky please. Require light shields downward, especially on docks! Stop Dollar General Store! 8/20/2015 8:20 AM

4 No windmills over 30 feet tall (regarding "Limit development on hilltops or ridgelines"" 8/19/2015 11:46 PM

5 Initiate a purchase of development rights (PDR) program in both city and surrounding townships. 8/18/2015 2:48 PM

6 Could still provide a little more pedestrian access to the water. Better protect trees bordering roads when roadwork is
done. Consider further restrictions on utility buildings along roads.

8/15/2015 9:26 AM

7 We should preserve our dark sky at all costs. We will never get it back. 8/14/2015 5:02 PM

8 Tourism is our #1 economic driver. We need to retain our scenic beauty. 8/14/2015 4:11 PM

9 A dark sky park would be great for our area. 8/14/2015 3:02 PM

10 Signage guidelines are especially important. 8/12/2015 11:21 AM

11 Ban advertisement signs/billboards is extremely important. The state of Hawaii has strict signage guidelines that helps
to increase tourism by preserving natural scenery. A "green" and sustainable lifestyle should be the centerpiece for the
future of Benzie County as it will attract a younger baseline of residents that will invigorate the area with arts, as well
as possible high-technology jobs.

8/7/2015 12:09 PM

12 Windmills should be allowed. 8/6/2015 5:58 AM

13 supporting an agricultural based economy goes a long way to protecting scenic character. 8/4/2015 3:02 PM

14 Educate the community, provide areas to see and use natural resources will still using a sense of preservation and
conservation.

8/4/2015 2:21 PM

15 I have also lived in New Jersey and one thing I love about northern Michigan is the limited signage. Because New
Jersey has such a dense (and busy) population, there are rules for everything and it is difficult to truly relax. Don't
overuse signage and guidelines for enjoying nature; nature is simpler than that.

8/4/2015 10:01 AM

16 Smart growth development near existing infrastructure; avoid sprawl but allow for rural nodes of local mom & pop
businesses, cottage industries. No big box stores.

8/3/2015 7:57 PM

Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion

signage...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion Total

Reduce light pollution to preserve dark skies for stargazing

Preserve open space

Provide for scenic view protections

Limit development on hilltops or ridgelines

Provide signage guidelines

3 / 47

Benzie County Master Plan Survey



17 red blinking light towers and windmills etc. have no place in this county as well as huge power lines, keep utilities
underground

8/2/2015 7:23 PM

18 Preservation of historical sites and places that have cultural relevance for the area should be included in your
assessment of what is important to our area.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

19 This is NOT a place for an industrial wind energy development 7/30/2015 5:13 PM

20 keep population limited 7/30/2015 3:58 PM

21 Newcomers that decide to stay should be educated on the impact that "growth" has on the landscape that attracted
them here. In many cases, it will always be nicer here than where they came from so it doesn't matter so much to
them if there are houses on hilltops and subdivisions fragmenting the countryside. If people are at least made aware
of these issues, they can choose to make conservation-minded choices (or not, at least they've been informed). See
comment below (#3)

7/30/2015 10:22 AM

22 No more water front condos! 7/29/2015 6:53 PM

23 Limiting hilltop/ridge line development could be problematic, viewed as a "taking" of property rights. 7/29/2015 5:22 PM

24 Zoning enforcement & management key to these issues. Prior Master Plan is a good guide, many town meetings were
held. Development on hills is not the issue, it is the permissible height & clearing of trees that May create an
undesirable view.

7/28/2015 2:19 PM

25 I really don't like the temporary flag signs that businesses are starting to use. They look cheap to me. 7/28/2015 2:11 PM

26 I don't want Benzie County turned into an industrial wind facility. 7/28/2015 1:05 PM

27 dense development, less sprawl, keep the scenic look, preserve more forests. 7/28/2015 12:59 PM

28 Force property owners to clean up their private junkyards, e.g. on M-115. This should not be tolerated. 7/28/2015 12:13 PM

29 Light pollution is definitely something we struggle with here in Frankfort; in the winter, the lights reflect off the snow
and make it even worse! In the spring/fall, the foggy nights are really reflective, too!

7/28/2015 12:08 PM

30 Benzie county should strive to be a place of natural beauty. A place where locals and visitors can enjoy being outside
in one of the most beautiful areas.

7/28/2015 11:30 AM

31 No windmills! 7/28/2015 9:25 AM

32 - Blight/structural abandonment - need to eliminate. - Noise ordinance - Summer road traffic - detracts from serene
character

7/27/2015 6:29 PM

33 Economic development vs. view may clash at times. A review process should be in order. Billboards, village signage
should be under ordinance.

7/27/2015 7:21 AM

34 Protection of large trees along roads and off. Protection of forested areas and grasslands. 7/26/2015 12:39 PM

35 The "character" of the area is the major economic driver which brings visitors and part-year residents to Benzie
County. If that "character" is reduced, so will the economic impact of the visitors.

7/26/2015 12:23 PM

36 height limitations on structures limited to 30' 7/25/2015 7:40 PM

37 Preserving the open sky is a central element in Preserving open space. Very large and tall structures that obstruct the
sky view impact everyone not just the land owner whose property houses the structure.

7/24/2015 10:32 AM

38 Enhancing opportunities for silent sports. Improvement of bicycle trails - especially paving the Betsy Trail between
Mollineaux Road and Thompsonville. Improvement and enhancement of canoe landings - one is sorely needed near
where the Platte River crosses 31 in Honor. Improvement of common bicycling roads - many of the roads used in the
Ride Across Benzie are in very poor shape.

7/23/2015 12:31 PM

39 I believe that these can be accomplished while improving the economy in Benzie 7/23/2015 11:02 AM

40 Also, creating 'quiet spaces'--preserving areas where there is less noise from human activity--restricting certain
activities to preserve the quiet.

7/23/2015 9:06 AM

41 I really do not want to see big WIND TURBINES out my back windows. They are an eyesore and would ruin the
property prices in Benzie County. It would drastically effect the tourism industry.

7/23/2015 9:02 AM

42 I think preservation of historic buildings like farm houses is important. 7/22/2015 10:30 PM

43 Like with EVERY issue, there are "trade-offs"/opportunity costs; a case in point with the above category would be
alternative energy sources such as wind farms.

7/20/2015 1:18 PM
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44 all the public roads that lead down to Crystal Lake, the owners of beachfront on both sides of these public access are
encroaching and trying to slowly claim the open spaces by beautifying the areas, which further down the road all the
newly planted and landscaped public green spaces will become part of their property. We need to preserve the end of
the roads and have no barriers (rocks or plantings). The Public uses the end of the road areas daily. Why would a
beachfront owner beautify open spaces?

7/18/2015 5:16 PM
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Q3 How important are the following
strategies in addressing issues related to

natural resource protection?
Answered: 320 Skipped: 41

Preserve open
space throug...
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Preserve and
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# Other (please specify)/General Comments Date

1 Septic - for developing water quality planning and protections 8/19/2015 11:46 PM

2 What is meant by "enhance"? Does that mean plant trees and grass or build docks, restrooms, etc.? 8/19/2015 11:16 PM

3 make all lawn maintenance ordinances optional to promote pollinator friendly domestic landscapes, greenways 8/18/2015 5:09 PM

4 Encourage community septic at Evergreen Shores. Review existing practices and policies at other locations along
lakes.

8/15/2015 9:26 AM

5 People are an often overlooked natural resource that need protection. The good residence of this county need to be
considered as well as the cost to a community when talking about any future development.

8/14/2015 3:02 PM

6 Improve public boat launches on Upper and Lower Herring Lakes 8/12/2015 9:23 PM

7 protect our greatest resources 8/5/2015 6:23 PM

8 Encourage-promote renewable resources, timberland management, growth of crops that can be used for paper and
cloth, (hemp, flax & other fiber crops) and crops that can be used for biomass energy production.

8/5/2015 4:01 PM

9 Ban fracking in Benzie county! And especially no fracking wastewater on Benzie roadways. 8/5/2015 12:19 PM

10 Educate the community, provide areas to see and use natural resources will still using a sense of preservation and
conservation.

8/4/2015 2:21 PM

11 I think of Elberta and Frankfort beaches anytime the shoreline is mentioned. These are both perfect how they are, and
how we are allowed to treat them. I don't want this area to become national park (too many rules), but I don't want it to
be spoiled with development, either. Regarding stormwater management - I was unaware that Benzie County had
many issues with this. This should only be done with green infrastructure practices, rather than traditional.

8/4/2015 10:01 AM

12 Encourage/Incentivize agricultural environmental protection programs like MAEAP 8/3/2015 7:57 PM

13 The road to Point Betsie is in awful shape and 100's of people go to the beach there, and since you widened the road
seven people have been stuck in the sand which does not help tourism to the area if they got stuck--that's a frustration
not a good time. Work with partners to enhance the road end on Point Betsie Road.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

14 open space preservation by having farms 7/30/2015 3:58 PM

15 It doesn't make economic or conservation sense to allow the very feature that attracts people to come here to stay or
more importantly, to visit and come back, to become a sprawled-out facsimile of of downstate.

7/30/2015 10:22 AM

Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion

stormwater...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion Total

Preserve open space through land purchases or easements

Limit development in sensitive natural areas

Develop water quality planning and protections

Preserve and enhance shoreline areas

Improve stormwater management infrastructure and techniques
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16 No more condos in Frankfort. The ones on the beach are an eye sore! 7/29/2015 6:53 PM

17 I would not limit preservation efforts to shoreline areas. 7/29/2015 1:47 PM

18 In respect to water quality I am disappointed that Benzie County has no ordinances relating to private septic system
routine inspections.

7/29/2015 11:22 AM

19 Lobby for regional and state efforts to protect natural resources 7/28/2015 6:36 PM

20 Should consider integration of the Benzie County Hazard Mitigation Plan into the Master Plan. 7/28/2015 1:34 PM

21 Our water and shoreline is what makes Benzie county great. Protection should be of the utmost importance. 7/28/2015 11:30 AM

22 This is economic development! Locals and extension services can work this and develop environmental business
profiles.

7/27/2015 7:21 AM

23 Land purchases need to allow for managed access by the public, consistent with the nature of the setting and the
natural resources to be enjoyed and protected. When people are extensively denied access, only the privileged or
those in authority will be able to enjoy what rightfully belongs to everyone. Make clear the guidelines for responsible
use to call forth the best in people, giving them ways to step up to the challenge before us.

7/24/2015 10:32 AM

24 All costs associated with shoreline and lake protection needs to be borne by the shorline homeowners unless there is
significantly more access in public rather than private lands. Protection should move ahead but assessments for the
work needs to come from private land owners.

7/23/2015 12:31 PM

25 Same comment as in #2, above. The collaboration between non-profits, govt., individuals has been a blessing with
proven projects within the National Lake Shore and various "Conservancies."

7/20/2015 1:18 PM

26 Improve and increase access to local lakes and streams. 7/15/2015 9:22 AM

27 should beulah storm drains really drain into crystal lake at the beach? really? 7/14/2015 6:32 PM

28 The County MUST address Elberta Beach and unlawful vehicles driving on the fragile ecosystem. 7/7/2015 9:51 AM
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Q4 How important are the following
strategies in addressing issues related to

agriculture in Benzie County?
Answered: 317 Skipped: 44

Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion

Preserve and
protect...

Enhance the
business...

Reduce
conflicts...

Build and
support loca...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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# Other (please specify)/General Comments Date

1 Agriculture is critical to preservation of county! 8/21/2015 8:38 AM

2 Enforce feedlot prohibition. 8/15/2015 9:26 AM

3 Agriculture is not as big of an economic factor as it once was. Mechanized harvesting and care have eliminated much
of the labor force of the past. Migrant workers are necessary but they also contribute to the local drug problem.

8/14/2015 4:11 PM

4 Industrial wind is not an agricultural use. Please don't use this survey to make it such. 8/14/2015 3:02 PM

5 This area is full of resources but not necessarily resources i would use as I don't want pesticide use on my fruits and
veggies, nor do i want hormones/antibiotics/grains to ruminants fed to the animals i eat.

8/10/2015 1:12 PM

6 we need every body to make it work 8/5/2015 6:23 PM

7 Protecting Farmland- yes, Preserving Farmland at the expense of the farmer- no because preserving can be stifling to
production of crops. Preserve with Purchase Development Rights and Tranfer Development Rights- yes.

8/5/2015 4:01 PM

8 Educate the community, provide areas to see and use natural resources will still using a sense of preservation and
conservation. Local events, stores and restaurants should be able to afford to buy local.

8/4/2015 2:21 PM

9 The conflict between ag and residential is understandable. Good ag practices don't produce noxious odors, sounds,
nor does it eliminate buffers.

8/3/2015 7:57 PM

10 if people purchase land next to a farm they need to deal with what comes with it. however you don't farm wind it is a
industrial area and should be treated as such.

8/2/2015 7:23 PM

11 Business environment for agriculture has nothing to do with industrial wind energy. If you want this suvey to skirt
around for back door support for industrial wind, then you need to let the people answer direct questions.

8/1/2015 8:12 AM

12 Please allow farmers and people to take control of their land and use it to generate incomes, family farms whenever
possible.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

13 Agriculture, as a business, needs to be able to support itself. Competition drives our economy and the farmers should
address their business accordingly. There are enough state and federal programs to assist agriculture. Benzie County
needs to identify agriculture as a major economic factor in the community and support where appropriate, though not
necessarily economically.

7/30/2015 5:13 PM

14 Allowing and encouraging sustainable farming and logging keeps land out of subdivisions and in production for ag
products and timber-activities that are complimentary with the landscape that attracts so many people to come here. If
it looks like Flint or the Detroit suburbs with sand dunes, why would you want to visit...Township and County
government should work to develop funding sources to buy development rights or land outright for public use-this
would aid in the effort put forth by local land conservancies to do the same.

7/30/2015 10:22 AM

15 Further develop support for existing local/regional food economy infrastructure (farmers markets, Grow Benzie) 7/29/2015 9:30 PM

16 Educate people (especially youth) about food production, that it simply doesn't just appear in stores. Farmland is
disappearing too fast. Promote it as a career choice in schools before it's gone from our area.

7/29/2015 5:22 PM

17 Local food for healthy residents! 7/28/2015 9:08 PM

18 Conflicts often occur when new residents not accustom to being in a farm area all of sudden do not want farm
operations in their "new found" rural neighborhood. Knowledge of the Right to Farm Act is important to know.

7/28/2015 2:19 PM

19 Getting people to understand the importance of buying locally -- local stores vs. chain stores, from the farmers' market
when possible instead of from a store, etc. -- is of the utmost importance!

7/28/2015 12:08 PM

 Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion Total

Preserve and protect farmland

Enhance the business environment for agriculture

Reduce conflicts between agriculture and residential uses

Build and support local or regional food economies
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20 Benzie county has a unique opportunity to grow the food/beer/wine economy as an alternative to manufacturing. We
should be focused on agriculture and food/drink as our business of the future.

7/28/2015 11:30 AM

21 Response to "Enhance the business environment for agriculture" - Let the free market decide. 7/27/2015 6:29 PM

22 Decrease use of harmful chemicals on farms. Stop cutting fence rows and plowing huge fields for crops like corn,
which deplete soil nutrients. Cutting fence rows decrease wildlife homes, and thus wildlife.

7/26/2015 12:39 PM

23 Need to work on ways for farmers to transfer property in an affordable manner to young farmers. Easements and sale
of development rights might be a way to do this.

7/26/2015 12:23 PM

24 Enhancing the business environment and reducing conflicts are areas that seem to belong to entities that prioritize
development and conflict resolution which are both specializations. Good relationships including ongoing
communication need to be maintained with those entities without taking on those tasks.

7/24/2015 10:32 AM

25 what im seeing in agriculture in this area is gross disrespect for the land.i see total clear cutting just to let the land sit.i
think farmers are out of control.poor stewards of the land that feeds them and others.

7/23/2015 2:41 PM

26 It seems that more can be done to promote value added farm to table products that bring more money to farmers. 7/23/2015 12:31 PM

27 Explore reducing pollution caused by conventional agricultural methods 7/23/2015 9:06 AM

28 Many members in AG want community support and yet get furious when the communnity does not support their every
move. Farmers wanted turbines and they lost. The community can support thee AG industry but not at the expense of
the tourism industry.

7/23/2015 9:02 AM

29 I'm wasn't aware that there are any significant agricultural vs. residential conflicts. 7/20/2015 1:18 PM
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Q5 How important are the following
strategies in addressing issues related to

transportation?
Answered: 318 Skipped: 43

Maintain and
improve...

Enhance
transit options

Provide
additional...

Provide
traffic-slow...

Improve or
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Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion

expand...

Improve or
expand...

Improve or
expand water...

Improve or
expand...

Improve and
enhance...
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# Other (please specify)/General Comments Date

1 Maintaining roads is very important, but improving roads is not so important. They are fine! Go Benzie Bus! 8/21/2015 8:38 AM

2 Please promote Benzie Bus services county-wide; no more roads need to be built. 8/20/2015 8:20 AM

3 Plan for extension of 4 lane US 31 Ludington through Benzie around Traverse City North 8/19/2015 11:46 PM

4 Concerning "Provide traffic-slowing and/or safety measures on busy roads" - support for safety measures, but not
traffic-slowing

8/19/2015 11:23 PM

5 The motorized vehicles bring a lot of money into the area. 8/14/2015 3:02 PM

6 Fix our existing roads Trails are way down the list for me. 8/13/2015 8:26 PM

7 Room for all 8/5/2015 6:23 PM

8 Connecting of non-motorized trails to surrounding counties. Connecting motorized trails to surrounding counties. 8/5/2015 4:01 PM

9 Educate the community, provide areas to see and use natural resources will still using a sense of preservation and
conservation.

8/4/2015 2:21 PM

10 The roads in Benzie County (often in low-lying areas) are in poor condition and in some places, dangerous. They must
be a first priority, considering that most people rely on cars for transportation (though they are dangerous for bikers as
well). I still find the Benzie Bus to be highly uneconomical - it is rarely full and must cover such a huge area. Within
towns and neighboring villages, bikeshare may be an interesting approach.

8/4/2015 10:01 AM

11 More walkable/bikable streets and neighborhoods; shuttles 8/3/2015 7:57 PM

12 Pave Railroad Pt to Beulah 8/3/2015 7:21 PM

13 all of the trails and such are assessable enough the county has so many different water areas always used in the past
enough of the addition of parking lots and buses running down the road with 1 or 2 people in them

8/2/2015 7:23 PM

14 What are "non-motorized transportation options"? 8/1/2015 10:26 AM

15 Bike trail around Crystal Lake, ultimately would be GREAT and to first link Point Betsie to Frankfort would make a
great venture for the tourism and economy; and there is a major grant available and Point Betsie could assist with a
non-motorized trail grant application for a bike trail or at least bike lanes from M-22 to Point Betsie, I bet. Perhaps if
the County planned for a bike trail to Betsie it could be tied into the overall biking scene... "Bike to Betsie" would be a
really unique endeavor for the county.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

16 The state of safe sidewalks, bike lanes and other safe pedestrians connections is sorely lacking, especially in
Benzonia/Beulah area.

7/31/2015 2:10 PM

 Not
important

Somewhat
important

Very
important

Not sure/no
opinion

Total

Maintain and improve existing roads

Enhance transit options

Provide additional non-motorized transportation options

Provide traffic-slowing and/or safety measures on busy roads

Improve or expand non-motorized trails

Improve or expand motorized trails

Improve or expand water trails

Improve or expand connections between trail systems and local
amenities

Improve and enhance accessibility for all roadway and trail users
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17 There needs to be consideration and expansion of MOTORIZED trails as well. Snowmobiling and ORV trails are
important to supporting the tourist economy of Benzie County, particularly in the off-seasons.

7/30/2015 5:13 PM

18 Improve the Betsie Valley Trail which was never constructed properly in the ~2 mile section approaching Beulah from
the west.

7/30/2015 3:24 PM

19 Less emphasis on motorized trails and more on developing back-country opportunities by closing roads and forcing
access by foot or watercraft. This would allow folks to get away and especially important to myself, provide deer
hunting opportunities that favor those that care to work a little harder to get away from other hunters.

7/30/2015 10:22 AM

20 Pave the BV Trail from Beulah to Mollineaux (existing paved section). Too many folks (and children) on the road due
to the poor condition of the trail. The Bigelow settlement needs to be re-opened as it is forcing an unsafe situation,
especially along Crystal Ave. It is limits tourism to the east end of Crystal and impacts businesses, as riders have
repeatedly said they won't ride the unpaved trail.

7/29/2015 7:40 PM

21 How many hundred signs do we need on River Road? 7/29/2015 6:53 PM

22 There are enough trails in the county and plenty of state land, too. ORVs can operate on many county roads...we dont
need them on trails, too. Waste of tax or grant $$$. Promote what we have...the existing trails and state land. Need
amenities at trail end in Thimpsonville. Water trails need thoughtful, careful and improved access on state land, not by
purchasing private land and losing tax revenue. If the state acquires property and has to pay taxes, that is STILL
coming from taxpayers!

7/29/2015 5:22 PM

23 Benzie county roads are horrible. I call the stretch between mollineaux Rd and the MacDonald marine "Beirut avenue". 7/29/2015 12:23 AM

24 Take care of policing and maintaining what we already have! No new until what is here works for everyone! 7/28/2015 9:08 PM

25 Not sure the Somewhat important questions are County to manage---as part of the big picture, yes 7/28/2015 2:19 PM

26 The Betsie Valley Trail is a GREAT thing; you could theoretically go from Thompsonville all the way to
Frankfort/Elberta. It would be even better if we could find a way to link that trail to the one that is being built now in the
Lakeshore, so that you could theoretically go from Thompsonville all the way to the tip of the Leelanau Peninsula, etc.
Right now, there is a disconnect (only for a few miles, really!) between Frankfort/Elberta and the Lakeshore trail that
starts at (or will be starting at) Esch Road or so... it gets pretty dicey if you are trying to ride your bike or walk or roller
blade through the CSA, around M22, out by Riverside, etc. It would be nice to make a safe trail alternative (or else
widen the roads for a bike lane if a trail is not possible because of private property easements).

7/28/2015 12:08 PM

27 Not only can our locals enjoy the trail systems, but better roads and trails can increase visitors willing to enjoy our
county. Bike/walking trails are especially important to me.

7/28/2015 11:30 AM

28 Convert to private, Uber-style transportation with government subsidies for poor people 7/28/2015 9:25 AM

29 - Existing trail systems seem adequate. - Don't become a Traverse City car jam. 7/27/2015 6:29 PM

30 Non-motorized, please! Protect the snowmobile trails, but dune & native grass/plants damage should NOT return!
Electric/hybrid bikes should be allowed, of course.

7/27/2015 7:21 AM

31 Roads need to be maintained. Road commission spent all last year cutting roadside trees. That is not maintaining
roads. Potholes everywhere and they are cutting down mature, beautiful trees that benefit our air quality. Ignorant

7/26/2015 12:39 PM

32 Michigan is becoming a "Trail State" according to the Governor. Benzie County is on the leading edge with the Betsie
Valley Trail, but it should be working on connecting to the Heritage Trail in Leelanau County, the TART system in
Grand Traverse County, and the White Pine Trail in Wexford County.

7/26/2015 12:23 PM

33 Many cyclists on destination rides like to use local businesses. Right now both Beulah and Thompsonville are not
benefitting from the Betsie Valley Trail because of the very poor surface that discourages use. There seems to be a
lot of stress on infrastructure used by tourists, yet only merchants make a private profit yet the rest of us live with the
crowding and damage. We need an occupancy tax for tourists staying in Benzie Co.. Tourism is elastic (higher costs
don't mean a loss) and having them pay the price of a Latte at Starbucks for each night stay can go to mitigating the
damage that they do to our infrastructure.

7/23/2015 12:31 PM

34 Concerned about the 'improvement' on M-22 with signs and reflective strips on every curve that MDOT recently
installed. Makes for poor visibility of the road itself at night as the reflection is so strong, also seriously impacts the
beauty of the road especially in the strip of M-22 that runs from Empire south through the national park. concern about
paved trails through natural areas--a mixed blessing

7/23/2015 9:06 AM

35 It seems we have a lot of trail opportunities and, like the roads, they just need to be maintained. Most present trails
appear underutilized, especially in the "off seasons."

7/20/2015 1:18 PM

36 vacation/local people have a tough time crossing in Beulah at the marketbasket/cherryhut areas. 7/18/2015 5:16 PM

37 Get Benzie bus costs under control! Kalkaska county transit does 30% more passengers at about half the cost. 7/10/2015 12:22 PM
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38 The Benzie Bus is such a waste of taxpayers dollars and federal dollars. Endlessly driving around town....empty. It
was and is a senseless investment. We can all see that the buses are empty in spite of the darkened windows.

7/9/2015 11:16 PM

39 Need more stop lights in Benzie County 7/9/2015 9:30 AM

40 Controlling motorized off-road vehicles in sensitive areas is a MUST. Examine Elberta Beach for examples of
improper usage.

7/7/2015 9:51 AM

41 Reduce dependence on personal auto/truck transportation and truck delivery activity - reduce air pollution caused by
irresponsible use of vehicles in rural areas. Improve public transportation and use of non-motorized or electric
vehicles.

7/6/2015 12:18 PM
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Q6 How important are the following
strategies in addressing issues related to

housing?
Answered: 318 Skipped: 43
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# Other (please specify)/General Comments Date

1 There are many substandard homes that need to be destroyed. That would makeway for more single family homes to
be offered at affordable rental rates. There needs to be encoiragement to build more apartment complexes for middle
income families. Provide multifamily housing types that are in the $500 rental range for lower income families

8/20/2015 8:51 AM

2 5th, 6th, 7th down all apply to first on list 8/19/2015 11:46 PM

3 There are no places for young people to rent when they start there lives, low income and section 8 is the only option
due to not having credit.

8/18/2015 11:34 PM

4 Would like to see more homes reliant upon solar and wind power. 8/18/2015 5:58 PM

5 Are there any incentives to modernize and continue using older and historic houses, both in villages and rural? 8/15/2015 9:26 AM

6 I think it is important to have housing within cities and not spread out into rural and scenic areas 8/14/2015 4:18 PM

7 We don't need a bunch of slums in Benzie. 8/14/2015 4:11 PM

8 This should not be a responsibity of the planning commission or government. If you want government housing, join the
millitary.

8/14/2015 3:02 PM

9 Though Housing itself is very important, "Providing" is a stiky word. Funds are too limited to just say provide it.
Encouragement to developers - yes. Planning and zoniing guidelines and directives - yes

8/14/2015 1:15 PM

10 not everone in this county is wealthy 8/5/2015 6:23 PM

11 Walkable communities, housing and jobs within a distance of walking or biking. 8/5/2015 4:01 PM

12 Allow for smaller, alternative dwellings and limit large new buildings/developments. 8/5/2015 12:19 PM

13 lrt the free market decide, not the government 8/4/2015 9:53 PM

14 As you can see affordable housing is number 1 8/4/2015 6:05 PM

15 I took a job in benzie county and it took me more than two months to find somewhere safe, not too far from work and
somewhat affordable to live. I like in Beulah and cannot afford the rent for my apartment and now work THREE jobs
including a full-time salaried job at Crystal. There is so much wasted space with empty houses, winter homes that go
untouched for the season and building that have been for sale for so long that no one occupies them. I hate that I have
no one my age around my and that i have no neighbors next to me even though i live downtown above an office front. I
have moved 20+ times in the past 5.5 years and have never experienced such horrible housing options as i have
experienced in Benzie County. I don't plan to stay long.

8/4/2015 2:21 PM

 Not
important

Somewhat
important

Very
important

Not sure/no
opinion

Total

Provide for more affordable housing opportunities

Encourage new housing development in and around cities and villages

Provide for additional single family housing development in rural areas or
subdivisions

Provide for additional single family housing in cities and villages

Provide for additional rentals

Provide for smaller homes

Provide for multi-family housing types (apartments, townhouses, etc)

Preserve, maintain, and improve existing housing stock

Address blighted or substandard housing stock
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16 I am not a fan of housing developments for the sake of developments. There are plenty of vacant homes for sale, and
housing is already very affordable in the area, compared to much of the state and many parts of the country.
Affordable rentals are a good idea, particularly in summer - for locals looking for housing only. Pre-existing homes in a
poor state should be attended to, not just aesthetically but also weatherizing and other maintenance.

8/4/2015 10:01 AM

17 Less new development, more repurposing of existing; provide for non-traditional housing such as co-housing units
with a shared kitchen, and land trusts

8/3/2015 7:57 PM

18 government needs to stay out of the housing business 8/2/2015 7:23 PM

19 Lets not use tax dollars on planning or implementing any housing programs. 8/1/2015 8:12 AM

20 Provide incentives and work with the State Historic Preservation Office to become a historic community since a lot of
rich heritage has been lost and should be protected so there is some of our history alive in the community.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

21 There seem to be very limited lower income housing options and a huge opportunity (space) to provide more
affordable housing (not all low income, just affordable!) in many of the villages. Hard to get people to live here and be
able to afford it with the low wages paid.

7/31/2015 2:10 PM

22 Housing is an important issue for the county, but I don't like the terminology of "provide". I don't think the county
should be in the business of building or maintaining housing.

7/30/2015 5:13 PM

23 People that have lived here their whole life should be able to afford to stay here, not just the folks that "chucked it all
and moved Up North" to live out their dream.

7/30/2015 10:22 AM

24 What's up with the trailers, houses that look like junk yards in Bendon and Cinder Roads? 7/29/2015 6:53 PM

25 i don't know what "provide for" means; first thought is govt subsidized. 7/29/2015 5:22 PM

26 Provide for mixed use housing in cities and villages, allowing for walkability 7/29/2015 1:27 PM

27 blighted homes are not addressed because of cronieism 7/28/2015 9:08 PM

28 Construction and development will be the doom of the character of this county if we depend on residential
development as an economy.onomym

7/28/2015 6:36 PM

29 "Provide" is key to understanding what the survey group is after. Again zoning & enforcement of many of these issues
is key.

7/28/2015 2:19 PM

30 It should not be the role of the government, especially at the local level to be involved in housing anyone. Get a job
and live within your means. Providing housing gives no incentive for one go out and find their own potential.

7/28/2015 1:05 PM

31 Don't overbuild villages esp with multi family housing 7/28/2015 12:13 PM

32 I think the biggest problem is affordable housing for younger middle class individuals and small families (two to three
persons). I am 30 years old, and most of my friends can't live in Frankfort or Elberta because it is mostly summer
rentals that are really really really expensive. They would live here all year long if it were possible, and they would
walk to their jobs in Frankfort. The problem is that they can't find affordable housing within the city, so that means
having to live outside of towna and commute in, which make the traffic problems in the summer in Frankfort even
worse! So definitely finding a way to provide a middle ground for these people is important to bringing younger people
to the area, younger business professionals who want to live here and would love to eventually buy a house and start
a family, but need a place to get their foot in the door, so to speak. Right now, there are plenty of not-so-expensive
places to buy, and plenty of housing development places for low-income families, which is great; but what about those
people who are middle of the road and are being left behind? (Additionally, I'd like to see, on the general county level,
an increase in assistance for helping to smooth out the blight and get families into homes that are otherwise sitting
vacant; let's fix up homes in our cities and villages before we start building new ones in cities or in residential areas.
There is plenty of housing as is now for everyone; it's about making all of that attainable and affordable for people to fix
up, renovate, and feel comfortable. So much history in this place; let's not lose that character by contributing to urban
sprawl!)

7/28/2015 12:08 PM

33 One of the major reasons young people leave the area is the inability to find affordable housing. We all know we will
make less money here in Benzie. If there was opportunites to live less expensively, I believe young folks would love to
stay here and quite probably attract young professionals to our area.

7/28/2015 11:30 AM

34 So many homes sit empty now, it seems foolish to build more. 7/28/2015 9:32 AM

35 Avoid zoning laws that drive up housing costs 7/28/2015 9:25 AM

36 Let free market decide the first 7 issues listed 7/27/2015 6:29 PM

37 I just don't expect many set asides for residential. Improve existing housing stock by tax credits. 7/27/2015 7:21 AM
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38 In an area that clearly houses people for recreation and retirement, and in which 3-season housing is needed by many,
it is essential to allow for cottage size buildings, that is buildings smaller than 720 square feet. Often, 400-500 feet is
more than adequate space as long as safety codes are met. Also, the use of temporary dwellings such as RV units,
trailers and tents needs to be extended to at least 90 days a year, not the current 60., so that summer use is possible
for the whole season.

7/24/2015 10:32 AM

39 Second-home owners are bidding up prices. The tax structure is not sufficient to tamp this down and needs to be
addressed.

7/23/2015 12:31 PM

40 Best to preserve and maintain what already exists 7/23/2015 9:06 AM

41 We need population growth to substantiate housing 7/20/2015 1:18 PM

42 Benzie Highway old businesses 7/18/2015 5:16 PM

43 try being in your 20-30's and living in downtown Frankfort and raising a family, good luck 7/14/2015 6:32 PM

44 Handicapped apartments shouldn't be just for those who meet criteria on a government scale for low housing. All
handicapped individuals, regardless of income, should have an opportunity to live in a handicapped unit using a sliding
scale according to income for rent. I feel I should at least have opportunity to live in the new senior/low income family
structures but regardless of income. I am willing to pay MY FAIR SHARE.

7/11/2015 2:46 PM

45 It is not up to gov't to provide housing. Period. However, the number of homes in Benzie with trash piles in the yard is
staggering.

7/10/2015 12:22 PM

46 We need more affordable housing. We have many people working in service industries who caqn't find affordable
housing. Also, we need to change zoning to allow "small houses" for singles...especially retirees who don't need or
want larger homes. And we need to provide zoning to allow "mother-in-law" accomodations as we become caregivers
for our parents.

7/9/2015 3:24 PM

47 Resort homes are making housing unreachable for lower income families, rental prices are up and it is difficult to find a
long term rental.

7/9/2015 4:51 AM

48 Affordable housing is a must. Keep it city/village centered. Control sprawl. 7/7/2015 9:51 AM

49 Stop development outside of established city and village boundaries 7/6/2015 12:18 PM
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Q7 How important are the following
strategies in addressing issues related to
economic development in Benzie County?

Answered: 318 Skipped: 43
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community or...
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# Other (please specify)/General Comments Date

1 Zoning along major highways to keep an attractive feel even when outside of the downtown setting 8/18/2015 7:31 PM

2 Renewable energy sources 8/18/2015 6:42 PM

Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion

promote Benz...

Expand access
to natural g...

Regional
economic...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 Not
important

Somewhat
important

Very
important

Not sure/no
opinion

Total

Provide for additional sewer and water infrastructure to support business
development

Provide for additional hi-tech/communications/Internet infrastructure

Attract and retain skilled workforce

Improve community or public spaces to enhance quality of life

Market or promote Benzie County to workforce and businesses

Expand access to natural gas and electric

Regional economic collaboration and planning
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3 It is important to attract businesses that are clean---not smokestack industries that would destroy the character of the
area.

8/14/2015 4:18 PM

4 Lets not forget the eminent domain associated with "expanding utilities and infrastructure." Imagine yourself on the
receiving end of having your property sized before you vote to take from others.

8/14/2015 3:02 PM

5 Maintain and improve existing water and sewer access. Expansion "IF" a demonstrated benefit is evident. "IF You
Build it - It will COME" is not guaranteed. Property owners in villages that need improvement need to have a vested
interest in expansions and expect a participation cost.

8/14/2015 1:15 PM

6 Bring on natural gas in SE Benzie County not just Crystal Mtn 8/13/2015 8:26 PM

7 Regarding "Provide for additional sewer and water infra. to support business dev." - within millage boundaries; not for
greenfield development/sprawl!

8/8/2015 11:15 AM

8 Include all people not a few chosen 8/5/2015 6:23 PM

9 Benzonia would benefit greatly from a community sewer system. 8/5/2015 4:01 PM

10 Public spaces are simple and spaced out. One of the great things about Benzie County is that most people enjoy a bit
of space around their houses, which greatly decreases the need for public spaces like parks. Again, upkeep on
existing parks and open spaces is important. Natural gas should not be a focus, instead we should focus on
renewables (I hope we can be that forward-thinking; we live in such a scenic area, we deserve it) and also
communications infrastructure. Cell phone reception and high-speed internet are both greatly lacking, and while we
can keep our rural charm by not extensively developing commercial areas and adding more subdivisions, we can
easily enter the 21st century with communications - and it will be nearly invisible, maintaining the character of our
home.

8/4/2015 10:01 AM

11 Research and identify opportunities and training programs for living wage jobs. Research the value of enhancing
quality of life for seasonal and year round residents vs. tourists and transients. Market/promote Benzie County to talent
who can work remotely (provide internet). Include Benzie in NMC's district.

8/3/2015 7:57 PM

12 benzie is a unique county that is what attracts people here quit trying to enhance and change it and bring in so many
people if you want a larger city maybe think of moving to traverse city

8/2/2015 7:23 PM

13 Simple suggestion: the culturally iconic Frankfort lighthouse entrance sign needs to be repainted and should be
preserved. I suggest a grant to initiate that process since it is vitally important to the area.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

14 We need to consider our economy in the regional context. 3-phase power is important in specific areas, but not a
county-wide concern.

7/30/2015 5:13 PM

15 Beulah has stayed in the past compared to Frankfort. WE need more vibrant thinking in this town. Eliminate the trailer
park and use this area for an enhance marina that would serve Crystal Lake better.

7/30/2015 3:24 PM

16 Limiting expansion of gas and electric service until a solid plan is developed for how to manage development in those
areas to preserve natural and scenic resources i.e preventing sprawl.

7/30/2015 10:22 AM

17 Lack of internet & reliable cell service must be remedied. It impacts the ability for people to work from home or
elsewhere in the county. It also impacts educational and employment opportunities for people of all ages (on-line
classes, research, etc.).

7/29/2015 7:40 PM

18 Skilled wore force? Graceland can't even find enough general labor to operate at capacity. 7/29/2015 6:53 PM

19 Again, if provide for means taxpayers foot the bill, it will be strongly opposed. 7/29/2015 5:22 PM

20 Offer people more choices. Having just Charter communications up there is depressing. 7/29/2015 12:23 AM

21 Sewer and water to lake residents 7/28/2015 9:08 PM

22 Again, who is the Provider referred to in these questions? No sense recruiting if the local governing bodies do not
enforce rules or work in the spirit of any Master Plan.

7/28/2015 2:19 PM

23 Long-term residents and retirees live here BECAUSE it is not highly developed. Don't lose sight of that. 7/28/2015 12:13 PM
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24 There's a lot of talk, I feel like, that goes on. But the people want action. Regional economic collaboraton and planning
are good things, dont get me wrong... but sometimes so much time is spent on it and not enough time actually doing
stuff. At least that's what it feels like to someone on the outside of government... what about some actionable items
like block parties to make communities and neighbors get to know each other and get involved? Cross-cultural events
where you get different groups to work with each other on things that they typically wouldnt: for instance, having the
High School athletic teams do yardwork for community members, mostly the elderly? It's a win-win for everyone: the
athletic teams get community service hours (hell, maybe you even pay them $5 per kid per hour, which doesnt end up
being too expensive), and the community members get their yardwork done for them, and both sides get to meet
people that they otherwise wouldnt. Then the sports teams have a thank you barbeque at the end of the year for their
last home game, and the community members are more likely to come to the game and support the team then... these
are just a few examples, but they show the EASY options that could be had that are still relatively inexpensive (maybe
the county doesnt pay at all for this, but just helps to connect the community members with the sports teams, and the
community members themselves pay for the yardwork, etc). Easy, simple, but outside-the-box ideas are what is going
to bring the community together and really help with economic development, bringing in more people to the region in
general because they see how connected we are, but also retaining young families, getting our young people to come
back after they've gone on to get an education because they feel an attachment to this place.

7/28/2015 12:08 PM

25 improved business development and infrastructure could help lure more high tech/skilled jobs to the area. Or at least
allow better access to those who may be able to telecommute.

7/28/2015 11:30 AM

26 Focus on tourism! 7/28/2015 9:25 AM

27 Downtown business need to extend hours to attract and appeal to consumers. 7/28/2015 8:32 AM

28 Marketing/Promoting Benzie County isn't necessary in my opinion, with the Pure Michigan ad campaigns and social
media, the area has plenty of promotion.

7/28/2015 8:25 AM

29 - Maintain structural integrity (roads, bridges, water, power) - Maintain area's beauty - 3rd through the last will follow 7/27/2015 6:29 PM

30 Improve & expand business infrastructure on major freeway/highways only. Help existing business near downtowns
with supports, improvements & perhaps expansions, or if it makes sense more sense, a "move to improve." A benefit
for the collective communities, duh!

7/27/2015 7:21 AM

31 Whatever economic development happens here MUST take into consideration the unique beauty of this particular part
of Michigan. It needs to be preserved as it is.

7/26/2015 12:39 PM

32 Don't close the door to economic development as the planners in Leelanau County are attempting to do. 7/26/2015 12:23 PM

33 Development that depletes, destroys or in any way harms the extraordinary natural resources of the area needs to be
discourages. Development that enhances the area and is actively involved in the ongoing process of protection and
utilization of natural resources can be beneficial. Solar energy use needs to be encouraged, made available and
prioritized as the energy source of today. Sewer and water quality must be monitored and controlled. High tech options
are important in today's world, but need management where natural resource priorities conflict with technological
development such as cell phone towers in remote areas on ridges seen from long distances away. Consider, for
example, the acres of towers near Chicago, where natural space has been filled with the metal structures. Or the rare
vista once pristine which now shows a tower in the middle of the scene. Even the issue of promoting the north country
as a place of great silences and nurturing solitude away from high tech links would be a worthy and healthy goal.

7/24/2015 10:32 AM

34 Benzie Co. is very backwards regarding internet service. Most rural areas rely on hideously expensive and slow-as-
molasses WiFi. We need a fiber optic cable provider. After all, we have been paying charges for decades to
telecommunication companies that are supposed to go towards fiber optic rollout. WHERE IS IT??? We don't even
have a choice of a cable provider.

7/23/2015 12:31 PM

35 affordable housing and year round employment would greatly improve the local economy 7/23/2015 11:02 AM

36 'Business development' can mean prioritizing commerce over environment, so I would want this qualified. Benzie
county is already inundated during tourist season so more promoting in any way is questionable. Better to develop
alternative energy use than to promote access to natural gas and coal-fired electric

7/23/2015 9:06 AM

37 Benzonia needs a sewer 7/14/2015 6:32 PM

38 Rural communities need more options such as natural gas availability 7/9/2015 9:30 AM

39 Need to upgrade Internet infrastructure and aim to market the area to hi skill employees that can telecommute. 7/9/2015 4:51 AM

40 Upgrade ALL sewer/septic regulations. Keep the ground and surface water CLEAN. Expensive? Yes. There is no
there option. Clean water!

7/7/2015 9:51 AM

41 Reduce or eliminated township control of planning and zoning, replace with regional cooperative planning and zoning.
Remove septic development option, & require all waste in county be through established treatment facility.

7/6/2015 12:18 PM
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Q8 The 2000 Benzie County Master Plan
included the following primary goals for
future growth and development. Please

state whether you agree or disagree with
each of the following goals.

Answered: 318 Skipped: 43
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The pristine
natural...
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# Comments Date

1 No windmills! 8/21/2015 8:38 AM

2 Wind energy has destroyed our community. 8/14/2015 4:11 PM

3 The BCPC has been a source of contention for more than a decade. It doesn't want any intergovernmental
cooperation unless you agree with their agenda. It can't even send out a simple email for meeting notice to
township/village PCs.

8/14/2015 3:02 PM

4 Please don't blight our countryside/scenic views with industrial wind turbines. 8/10/2015 1:12 PM

5 Continued Promotion of the county will lead to more and more degradation of the natural environment. Sleeping Bear
Lakeshore has already seen this type of degradation from increased human traffic. Promoting the area may help the
economy for the locals, but the downside is overuse of the local environment.

8/5/2015 4:01 PM

6 These are great - why are we reassessing so soon?! 8/4/2015 10:01 AM

7 The appropriate technology for an economy built on renewable natural resources needs to be studied against a
conflicting goal of preserving scenic beauty and natural resources. Both need to be protected especially from
privateers who do not have to live with the consequences.

8/3/2015 7:57 PM

8 benzie county should have having a say about the master plan when they gave up zoning they should stop spending
money on a planning commission and wanting to tell everyone what to do.

8/2/2015 7:23 PM

9 Industial wind has strongly devided segments of Benzie County. No portion of this section should be used by the
planning process to further industrial wind.

8/1/2015 8:12 AM

10 The area around Crystal Lake should be negotiated to a degree even if it violates the property owners rights since the
dangers of biking and walking around some areas are inviting a car/pedestrian or biking accident to happen. Poor
planning earlier by Benzie County should not be the reason that the issue is ignored. At the very least a new plan to
reduce summer season speeds around the lake, or bike lanes should be considered, and the speed reduction signs
you are using right now are appreciated.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

11 I am not sure what is meant by an economy built on renewable natural resources - biomass, hydroelectric, bamboo,
lumber - I certainly do not view that as the principal economic base for the county

7/30/2015 5:13 PM

12 We need to have have stronger fines against homeowners with eyesore homes such as the one on 669 near lake ann.
Horrible!

7/30/2015 10:38 AM

13 Depends on what those "rights" are and if it is for the greater good of the community and the quality of life for everyone
else, not just any one particular property owner. The County should develop a funding mechanism to reimburse
property owners for development rights and also to fund legal proceedings when developers sue.

7/30/2015 10:22 AM

14 Compact development will happen on its own where it makes sense. 7/29/2015 5:22 PM

15 The sustainability of "renewable resources" has become too political and therefore is unreliable. All economic options
for energy and commerce should be considered before making long term economic choices.

7/29/2015 1:47 PM

 Strongly
disagree

Disagree Agree Strongly
Agree

Not
sure/no
opinion

Total

Scenic character should be preserved or enhanced wherever feasible in the County.

Natural reosources should be protected from inappropriate use or conversion.

The pristine natural environment of the County should be protected from degradation.

An economy built on renewable natural resources is sustainable and should continue to
be the principal economic base for the future.

Future development should primarily take place in a compact development pattern.

A strong effort should be made to achieve or continue intergovernmental cooperation
within Benzie County.

The vision in the Benzie County Master Plan must be achieved without violating
protected property rights.
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16 Define future development....any new agricultural growth may not be condensed into boxed areas. Consistancy &
enforcement are key in the process of managed growth.

7/28/2015 2:19 PM

17 I think everyone would like to protect our local natural resources. Attaching this question to manipulate the community
for industrial wind is just plain wrong.

7/28/2015 1:05 PM

18 I wish that there were a "somewhat agree" and "somewhat disagree" option here: some of these I was on the fence
between Disagree and Agree, but I didnt want to choose one or the other and I also didnt want to say "Not Sure/No
Opinion" because I definitely do have an opinion... For instance, the violating property rights thing: I would rather have
said, "Somewhat agree" because I agree with it somewhat, but there are cases where I could see it having to be
done, like with the bike trail that I mentioned earlier.

7/28/2015 12:08 PM

19 Do not try to confiscate private property rights by forbidding construction that arbitrarily affects somebody else's view. 7/28/2015 9:25 AM

20 The term 'pristine' is a little misleading and probably doesn't truly apply to Benzie county. 7/28/2015 8:51 AM

21 Some of the pressures of fracking and wind turbine/solar need to be scrutinized, but ultimately accepted! This is a
stepping stone to revamp & provide economic hrowth to manufacturers, service providers and the "cool" factor of a
Holland, MI, or Grand Rapids. Year round employment needs greater presence in these development discussions!

7/27/2015 7:21 AM

22 That would depend on how the property owner's decisions affect the community as a whole. ( last statement about
property rights) An economy built on sustainable natural resources STILL must consider effects of mining, harnessing,
etc., those natural resources and avoid polluting our home, whether by air quality, noise, water contamination, or
destruction of our surroundings.

7/26/2015 12:39 PM

23 As a foundation and basic structure to build upon in specific ways, these are good plans that recognize the character
of the area.

7/24/2015 10:32 AM

24 Cannot agree that remewables like wind electric generation should be imposed upon a settled landscape. Also,
Consumer's seems to be running distribution willy-nilly rather than consolidating transmission in a modern grid. I
recognize that sometimes eminent domain is needed when it serves the public good. However that should never be
used for the privatization of profit and the socialization of harm.

7/23/2015 12:31 PM

25 providing renewable resources is important but should not be an obstacle to development o the economy 7/23/2015 11:02 AM

26 Intergovernmental communication with the current planning commission will never happen. They have routinely
dismised numerous board members from Townships over the years.

7/23/2015 9:02 AM

27 With respect to the last one, look how LONG it took for the "Question Mark" building in Honor to COME DOWN! Such
a protracted process (like that blighted property) needs to be "cleaned-up!"

7/20/2015 1:18 PM

28 future development should be more individualized, and not zoned into a corner somewhere, for example if Crystal
Mountain would like to create it's own power with solar or wind, they shouldn't be zoned out of doing so, especially
since they use more power than anywhere else in the county. I think the future is laid out a little bit more ad hoc with
smaller refined shops (non all nick knack) with more locally made products, I'm sure a locally made surf and kayak
shop would make a killing

7/14/2015 6:32 PM

29 A list of platitudes! 7/10/2015 12:22 PM

30 "Future development should primarily take place in a compact development pattern." This makes no sense to the
layperson. Property is being held in the county and is not being upgraded and maintained. Some of this land is in
coastal areas. The non-development of these lands suppresses property values and hurts the local economy.

7/9/2015 4:51 AM

31 "Protected property rights" is a buzzword for NIMBY and continuing township control through small oligarchy groups
that have no vision for the future needs and don't care as long as they are protected and sell their property at the
highest price.

7/6/2015 12:18 PM
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Q9 Which of the following planning-related
activities do you feel the the County

Planning Commission should prioritize in
achieving the goals that the community has

identified?
Answered: 318 Skipped: 43

Coordinate and
host...

Coordinate and
host...

Convene local
governments ...

Encourage
consistent...

Participate in
collaborativ...

Planning and
development ...
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8.95%
28

77.96%
244

13.10%
41

 
313

16.56%
52

70.38%
221

13.06%
41

 
314

10.83%
34

78.98%
248

10.19%
32

 
314

12.70%
40

77.14%
243

10.16%
32

 
315

15.06%
47

78.85%
246

6.09%
19

 
312

10.51%
33

84.08%
264

5.41%
17

 
314

14.92%
47

72.38%
228

12.70%
40

 
315

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Need to use more solar and wind power. Especially wind power. There are places where turbines could be
constructed that do not bother anyone's "view" as well as many areas for solar panels to be added.

8/20/2015 8:51 AM

2 Make the process of involving all members of the community in this process in a transparent manner. Don't just hand
pick a select group, quietly, and claim diversity.

8/14/2015 3:02 PM

3 Some issues remain the right of the most local level of government. The county should collaborate, and in cases assist
when adjoining townships and villages (or city) have conflicting zoning or planning issues that can be mediated.

8/14/2015 1:15 PM

4 The planning commission should be made up of business leaders not people without resources telling people with
resources how to make plans.

8/12/2015 1:54 PM

5 coordination of multi county transportation issues from smallest govt. units within the county to a 'regional' plan. 8/11/2015 10:10 PM

6 especially that third one down! 8/8/2015 1:02 PM

7 the more cooperative you are the better the community 8/5/2015 6:23 PM

No Yes Not sure/no opinion

Regional
economic...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 No Yes Not
sure/no
opinion

Total

Coordinate and host informational events on priority issues for the public

Coordinate and host educational workshops on priority issues for local governments

Convene local governments to discuss and collaborate on priority issues

Encourage consistent planning and zoning across local boundaries

Participate in collaborative efforts with local governments and nonprofits (i.e., to conduct county-wide studies or plans,
purchase land for open space preservation, etc.)

Planning and development of infrastructure (i.e. natural gas, sewer, water, etc.)

Regional economic collaboration and planning
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8 Who has time to attend events and workshops on issues within the county? Working families work, and many of them
have many jobs to cover the seasonal needs. The working poor don't need events, they need living wage jobs,
affordable housing. Some of the local governments aren't interested in working together and some are very interesting
in "keeping it as it is, no changes". Is this because government seats are filled with retired people who have moved
into an area and they're financially secure and comfortable with no changes? Local and State Government need to
have a direct link to the unique "seasonal" aspect in Benzie County, plan for and accommodate that uniqueness, which
also includes many northern lakeshore counties. One set of rules for everyone isn't going to work well here.

8/5/2015 4:01 PM

9 educate the people, collaboration, coordination, cooperation, communication. 8/4/2015 2:21 PM

10 Unfortunately, I doubt that the public will attend informational events unless it's a hot issue. 8/4/2015 10:01 AM

11 In all of its efforts, the county needs to solicit input from the bottom up on the type of events, workshops and issues.
The County Planning Commission should be comprised of a representative - or create an advisory board - from each
local unit of government. I would include planning and development of infrastructure regionally.

8/3/2015 7:57 PM

12 again you gave up planning and zoning the townships have had to pick that up now you want to start steering everyone
in a certain direction

8/2/2015 7:23 PM

13 These questions are too broad for a yes or no answer.. I do think communities should collaborate, yet I don't agree
with the examples given.

8/1/2015 8:12 AM

14 Get behind a positive endeavor that is coming to the area and back non-profit or for-profit activities that make sense for
the community. Government cannot tackle everything but should work to make the best decisions possible and to
bring in more money either through grants and additional county revenue opportunities that "match" the priorities of
the community.

7/31/2015 10:47 PM

15 I think planning and economic development are interrelated, but implementation and development are not primary
roles of the planning commission. They should focus on inter-governmental coordination and collaboration. The county
planning commission needs to be about the region - not itself - and listen to rather than dominate the townships and
villages.

7/30/2015 5:13 PM

16 Enforce trash dumping in front yards !! 7/30/2015 10:38 AM

17 We have so many small governmental units in Benzie County, having the County provide resources/training makes
more sense and maximizes the communication w/in the county.

7/29/2015 7:40 PM

18 seems like too many groups are doing the same thing and nothing is being completed - too many cooks, no
managers!!!

7/28/2015 2:36 PM

19 Follow through is key. 7/28/2015 2:19 PM

20 Ensure some of the planned events, workshops and other forums are available over the internet for taxpaying
residents who do not reside in Benzie County yearround.

7/28/2015 2:11 PM

21 I do agree with planning and development of better infrastructure, but not to include industrial wind and the electrical
grid required to provide and maintain such an overreach.

7/28/2015 1:05 PM

22 Regional cooperation just makes sense . . . are the goals of the different villages really that unique? 7/28/2015 12:13 PM

23 I think it would have been better to have RANKED these instead of saying are they important or aren't they, because
it's too easy to say, "yes, all are equally important."

7/28/2015 12:08 PM

24 These are all motherhood, worthless goals. They are not relevant if they are not subject to reasonable disagreement. 7/28/2015 9:25 AM

25 Regional planning reduces an opportunity for townships and villages to individualize their own strategy for the future. 7/28/2015 8:51 AM

26 Utilities need to build renewables, improve infrastucture of the grid and they'll need to know where the hot spots for
business developments are being planned. Government will need to lead us to the future and encourage progress.

7/27/2015 7:21 AM

27 The public should be part of all of this 7/26/2015 12:39 PM

28 Needs to be collaborative. 7/23/2015 12:31 PM

29 The 501(c)'s consume huge amounts of working capital, are not subject to market forces to measure their success or
failure, do not build jobs, and pay no taxes. Most are parasites on the economy. Conjure up a county luminary, and
you'll likely find somebody who sucks money out of a 501 org.

7/10/2015 12:22 PM

30 When nonprofits begin paying taxes, then, and only then, should they be given a seat at the table. Too many
nonprofits in Benzie country.

7/9/2015 11:16 PM
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Q10 Some issues have broad community
impacts that extend beyond the boundaries

of individual local units of government
(townships, cities, and villages), and may be

addressed by partnerships, coordinated
planning, or other types of collaboration
between governments. How important do

you think the following examples of
intergovernmental cooperation and

collaboration are in meeting community
goals?

Answered: 318 Skipped: 43

Not important Somewhat important Very important Not sure/no opinion

Share village,
city, townsh...

Participate in
joint planni...

Participate in
collaborativ...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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5.97%
19

37.11%
118

51.89%
165

5.03%
16

 
318

11.95%
38

25.79%
82

59.43%
189

2.83%
9

 
318

9.81%
31

24.68%
78

62.66%
198

2.85%
9

 
316

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Elberta is a fine example of what happens when no one outside the small community is paying any attention to what is
going on. Things should be out in the light and shared by other areas and communities.

8/20/2015 8:51 AM

2 emphasis on sharing staff 8/20/2015 8:20 AM

3 We don't want the top down pressure from the County PC. 8/14/2015 4:11 PM

4 I believe there could be significant economies in scale if all local governments consolidated accounting functions at a
few locations.

8/14/2015 3:13 PM

5 The PC does nothing including the CIP. Its sad that the leadership in the County feels that the core group of the PC is
the best we can do.

8/14/2015 3:02 PM

6 We should be looking at several charter townships; Almira and Benzonia, possibly Homestead 8/8/2015 1:02 PM

7 Sharing resources saves money. But cooperation is necessary among the governments. Cooperation is lacking in
some governments.

8/5/2015 4:01 PM

8 townships are useless, combine your efforts for a greater force and effect. 8/4/2015 2:21 PM

9 Joint planning and zoning can be a godsend or hot button issue. Joint planning doesn't necessarily mean that all the
master plans are the same. It can be a shared consultant, for example, who can help broaden the conversation and
identify cross-boundary priorities and issues. Once those are identified, a collaborative effort to broaden the discussion
around relative zoning seems like a reasonable next step. But there is a lot of fear, mistrust and paranoia around even
the suggestion of such a thing.

8/3/2015 7:57 PM

10 that is already being taken care of if you wanted to you should not have given up on the planning and zoning that was
in place

8/2/2015 7:23 PM

11 sometimes there is too much planning and not enough doing... 7/31/2015 2:10 PM

12 The planning commission should be a convener and facilitator - but let the communities drive the initiatives 7/30/2015 5:13 PM

13 Conservation issues transcend artificial boundaries like property and government-unit lines. 7/30/2015 10:22 AM

14 Only where it makes sense...what is right for one may not be for others. 7/29/2015 5:22 PM

15 Collaborative efforts can be beneficial. However, the Benzie County PC has no ordinance and really is not diverse
enough in its representation to be a countywide coordinator making decisions that would impact local units.

7/29/2015 1:47 PM

16 bring all groups together without self service being a factor !! What is best for the county, not just one entity !!! 7/28/2015 2:36 PM

17 IF we could get to this point the financial savings & consistency of information would increase--I suspect. 7/28/2015 2:19 PM

18 Motherhood again! 7/28/2015 9:25 AM

19 Re: sharing staff or resources--sometimes in practice this means a few individuals have to cover a very large territory
of responsibility and this means confusion and less effective action. Ideally, each governmental unit would have
sufficient staff and resources to accomplish their objectives

7/23/2015 9:06 AM

20 The inertia and status-quo/age old provincialism so prevalent in the eyes of those moving to Benzie County (especially
over the past twenty years) HAS TO GO!

7/20/2015 1:18 PM

21 I'm pretty sure zoning is on its way out, as its basically segregation that's government mandated 7/14/2015 6:32 PM

22 The small county does not have enough local leadership to manage everything on their own. Cooperation and sharing
is the best way to raise the county intelligence and resources surrounding these complicated and important issues.

7/7/2015 9:51 AM

 Not
important

Somewhat
important

Very
important

Not sure/no
opinion

Total

Share village, city, township, county and regional staff or
resources

Participate in joint planning and zoning initiatives

Participate in collaborative initiatives around county-wide issues
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Q11 In which community do you live?
Answered: 313 Skipped: 48

Almira Township

Benzonia
Township

Blaine Township

Colfax Township

Crystal Lake
Township

Gilmore
Township

Homestead
Township

Inland Township

Joyfield
Township

Lake Township
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Full-time resident Seasonal resident

Lake Township

Platte Township

Weldon Township

City of
Frankfort

Village of
Beulah

Village of
Benzonia

Village of
Elberta

Village of
Honor

Village of
Lake Ann

Village of
Thompsonville

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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87.50%
14

12.50%
2

 
16

81.48%
44

18.52%
10

 
54

58.33%
28

41.67%
20

 
48

87.50%
7

12.50%
1

 
8

70.00%
14

30.00%
6

 
20

80.00%
4

20.00%
1

 
5

94.12%
16

5.88%
1

 
17

88.89%
8

11.11%
1

 
9

100.00%
35

0.00%
0

 
35

82.35%
14

17.65%
3

 
17

93.33%
14

6.67%
1

 
15

100.00%
11

0.00%
0

 
11

71.79%
28

28.21%
11

 
39

72.73%
8

27.27%
3

 
11

87.50%
7

12.50%
1

 
8

75.00%
3

25.00%
1

 
4

83.33%
5

16.67%
1

 
6

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

 
1

100.00%
4

0.00%
0

 
4

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Because the housing options are Atrocious and really just non-existent, I hope to leave before next year. 8/4/2015 2:23 PM

2 I consider myself half resident 8/3/2015 7:05 PM

3 moved out of community for economic reasons 8/1/2015 10:28 AM

4 Wexford County 7/30/2015 2:37 PM

5 only work in benzie county 7/30/2015 2:33 PM

 Full-time resident Seasonal resident Total

Almira Township

Benzonia Township

Blaine Township

Colfax Township

Crystal Lake Township

Gilmore Township

Homestead Township

Inland Township

Joyfield Township

Lake Township

Platte Township

Weldon Township

City of Frankfort

Village of Beulah

Village of Benzonia

Village of Elberta

Village of Honor

Village of Lake Ann

Village of Thompsonville
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6 Live in Traverse City but do the majority of my recreating in Benzie County which is very close to where I grew up
(Karlin). I'm a descendant of homesteaders in Leelanau and Manistee Counties.

7/30/2015 10:25 AM

7 Glen Arbor 7/29/2015 8:07 AM

8 A taxpaying seasonal resident. 7/9/2015 11:17 PM
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0.32% 1

2.85% 9

10.13% 32

13.92% 44

18.04% 57

27.85% 88

21.84% 69

5.06% 16

Q12 What is your age?
Answered: 316 Skipped: 45

Total 316

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

56-64

65-74

75+

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

56-64

65-74

75+
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10.61% 33

54.02% 168

15.43% 48

19.94% 62

Q13 How many people live in your
household?

Answered: 311 Skipped: 50

Total 311

1

2

3

4+

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

1

2

3

4+
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34.52% 107

32.26% 100

32.58% 101

4.84% 15

Q14 Are you employed?
Answered: 310 Skipped: 51

Total Respondents: 310  

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Student at MSU, spend Summers working in the Interlochen area 8/18/2015 12:35 PM

2 Was employed in Benzie County though 8/8/2015 1:03 PM

3 Military 8/7/2015 12:09 PM

4 Board member in county 8/5/2015 6:24 PM

5 Work 70+ hours a week to pay off school loans and for my way too expensive housing. 8/4/2015 2:23 PM

6 Business Owner 7/31/2015 2:11 PM

7 organization based in traverse city but covers benzie 7/30/2015 2:33 PM

8 Biologist for a local conservation outfit that does a lot of work in Benzie 7/30/2015 10:25 AM

9 Self employed 7/29/2015 3:33 PM

10 self employed 7/28/2015 3:54 PM

11 self employed 7/28/2015 11:29 AM

12 Semi- retired 7/26/2015 1:34 PM

13 buisness owner frankfort 7/23/2015 2:42 PM

Employed in
Benzie County

Employed
outside of...

Retired

Not currently
employed

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Employed in Benzie County

Employed outside of Benzie County

Retired

Not currently employed
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14 business for self working on a state wide basis 7/23/2015 11:04 AM

15 Business owner 7/14/2015 6:33 PM

16 Disabled Veteran 7/9/2015 4:52 AM

17 Active volunteer in local government, planning & zoning 7/6/2015 12:19 PM
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Q15 Please share any other thoughts or
comments you have on community issues

in Benzie County.
Answered: 86 Skipped: 275

# Responses Date

1 Disappointed with Crystal Lake Watershed efforts to rid Crystal Lake of "swimmers itch" - lake appears beautiful but
harmful to swimmers.

8/21/2015 8:44 AM

2 We need clear boundaries and missions for the many agencies for preservation of county and economic development,
then either get rid of some of them or require collaboration. We are wasting too much time fighting. Case in point: the
Frankfort airport development.

8/21/2015 8:40 AM

3 Our roads are deplorable. Our public transportation is extremely limited - although it does seem to be making strides in
the right direction. Housing - affordability/availability is so shameful. The lack of decent housing stymies the areas
growth. People live here year around. It is not just the summer people who should be catered to. We need people to
inspect substandard rental housing that exists and make slumlords bring the properties up to code and be safely
liveable as well as someone to enforce the rules at the low income housing units in Frankfort!

8/20/2015 8:55 AM

4 Please create a county-wide architectural review board for both preservation of all old buildings and construction of
new. Building new ugly commercial and residential structures depresses property values for all! (This is not rocket
science. A rising tide raises all boats!) Keep Benzie beautiful!

8/20/2015 8:27 AM

5 More aggressive enforcement of zoning/community health codes. Example: Derelict boats, cars, equipment and
building materials left out in yards and property.

8/20/2015 8:01 AM

6 We need to encourage business development to provide year round jobs. NO WINDMILLS POLLUTING OUR
COUNTY.

8/19/2015 11:47 PM

7 I think that the community needs to focus plans on developing better roads, and transportation routes throughout the
community and focus more on agriculture and building a strong economy throughout Benzie County

8/18/2015 6:29 PM

8 Looking for a nice dog park development in Frankfort Elberta Area 8/18/2015 5:50 PM

9 Increase police funding. Allow more new development. Attract more jobs to the area via new development. Help
create a solid year round workforce rather than a seasonal, barely hanging on economy.

8/18/2015 4:16 PM

10 Lack of traffic policing concerns me. I live on a highway where, more often that not, drivers exceed WELL over the
speed limit. Many of these vehicles are trucks.

8/18/2015 3:14 PM

11 County planning should embrace the hard work of the township planning departments and stop telling them what they
think is best from the top down. Stop seeking industrial wind for benzie county.

8/14/2015 5:05 PM

12 We need to find a way for this community to heal from the wind mill war. Hopefully Don Tanner will give up on his
quest to change Benzie forever.

8/14/2015 4:14 PM

13 Most of us live here because of the natural resources. That is what drives our local economy. They must be preserved. 8/14/2015 3:15 PM

14 The PC needs new leadership. We have heard this for years. Maybe there will be some treasure at the end of the
rainbow.

8/14/2015 3:06 PM

15 I would like more information about water quality in lakes, creeks and rivers. Also would like to know more about bear
population in our area and the likelihood of encountering one (and whether there have been recent encounters in the
area).

8/14/2015 1:44 PM

16 County Planning now is dis functional. They do not try to work with local units of government. If they did it could be
very effective. County Planning does not currently represent the entire county, too many represent the southern parts
of the county. Planning Commission needs restructured to be more effective.

8/12/2015 9:28 PM

17 We need more local oversight of elected officials and stiffer penalties/enforcement for those entrusted to public service. 8/12/2015 8:41 PM

18 1. Signage should be shared - Beulah/Benzonia signs should be back to back on the highway - not two separate signs.
2. Signage for events should be professional. Not tarp like sign stretched between metal fence posts. 3. Construction
area between Save A Lot and Victorias Floral must be cleaned up - its a township blight that has continued for years -
why? 4. Trail within the Village of Beulah must be protected by village. Collaboration with trail authority to maintain a
desirable/safe surface to walk/ride is a must! 5. Trails need to be equestrian friendly as well as bike/hiking friendly.

8/12/2015 11:26 AM
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19 Improvement needed for biking options along roads, better connect Crystal Mountain to biking options. Road
improvement a must.

8/12/2015 10:23 AM

20 Transparency and cooperation in informing the public in understandable common english any and all proposed
changes/alterations to existing laws, etc.

8/9/2015 10:07 PM

21 Far too much economic activity is muted by taxes and millages for handouts 8/9/2015 7:04 PM

22 I appreciate being given the opportunity to offer input. 8/9/2015 8:37 AM

23 Since zoning has been eliminated at county, I have sees fractured zoning between the local units. This may be
detrimental in the future. There's little continuity between township and village/city planning/zoning.

8/8/2015 11:06 AM

24 The average age of the county is growing and there should be a holistic plan enacted that will bring in younger (mid-
20s/late-30s) residents to evolve the county and align it with the new challenges and mindsets. Ideas include: creating
a technologically advanced school system that can be the centerpiece for new-age schooling from K-12, developing a
community founded on the sustainable/green living that is clean and fosters a healthy lifestyle, recruiting small
business and large business to look at the county as a strong location for high-tech jobs (not based on manufacturing)
to cultivate a strong economy. Benzie County needs to showcase the natural beauty and resources, preserving them,
and bring in jobs with high levels of technology/science acumen, while building the next generation with an education
to match.

8/7/2015 12:14 PM

25 We need to give attention to other peoples opinions and growth for this area. Some Fudgies have been coming here
all of our lives generation after generation

8/5/2015 6:26 PM

26 Not long ago people who signed a wind energy agreement with a commercial wind farm developer were vilified.
Residents were polarized in their support or their opposition of this project and many rifts are yet to heal. There was,
and is, a lack of guidelines either from state or local levels of government as well as a lack of verifiable information on
the subject. This needs to be addressed so that no one side of this issue takes priority over the other and that all can
benefit from the development of alternative forms of energy production, both private and commercial.

8/5/2015 10:53 AM

27 This county has too much emphasis on tourist economy. There's little or no reason for young families to stay here.
Hard to make a living.

8/5/2015 9:25 AM

28 Take a responsible stand on alternative energy. Encourage and promote conservation as well as development of solar
and wind energy options in our county.

8/5/2015 9:15 AM

29 Would like to see a solar and wind energy initiative encouraging private and public development while protecting
interests of all residents.

8/5/2015 8:31 AM

30 A wonderful place to live but very difficult for year-round families to maintain jobs to support families. Housing a huge
issue.

8/4/2015 6:06 PM

31 Moving here for a job, it was hard to find somewhere to live, so hard that it really started me off disliking this area.
Another thing, I have lived here for 8 months and cannot find anywhere to make friends my own age besides Traverse.
I have found the the police and law enforcement near where i live is never around, doesn't patrol things that are clear
safety issues to the community, and have "ins" that prevent them from doing their jobs; for example, the amount of
super drunk (yes, i'm using that as a legal term) people that FLY up and down downtown Beulah after the leave the
Hungry Tummy and that pee on the Beulah Beach in daylight because they are so drunk (i've seen this multiple times)
from the Hungry Tummy, but police do not do anything because that's where "the guys" (cops) hang out after work. I
even had a state officer tell me to not hesitate to call the police if i need them, but to be fully aware of their intentions
when i do call them because the Benzie County officers may not have the same intentions as i'd like...seriously... On a
positive note, the area trails are nice and the ability to recreate in the county in amazing, although the lack of
consideration for dogs is frustrating. I grew up vacationing in Benzie County, and I would choose to vacation here
again, just never try to live and make a life here.

8/4/2015 2:30 PM

32 The county needs to takes back some of the jobs it has turned over to the townships. Plus, the county should repair
roads-not the townships!

8/4/2015 1:05 PM

33 It's easier to appreciate when you've been away for a while. 8/4/2015 10:02 AM
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34 I appreciated this survey and wish that input like this was sought more frequently. We need more community dialogue
and perhaps more focus groups working on specific topics - and not just the same old, same old people with the same
old, same old ideas. Our EDC needs to be overhauled. The leadership just awards EDC dollars to themselves, a
conflict of interest. We need to do a study on where to best put EDC dollars. For example, Manistee County focuses
on Placemaking and recreational amenities. We need to broaden our community perspective on that and a lot of other
topics. Our local units of government need to focus on educating the public on ALL sides of an issue and engaging
them in a dialogue before the decision is made. The same goes for the local media. They need to do a better job of
covering the issues and presenting the points/ counterpoints before decisions are made. A thorough stakeholder
analysis and rigorous proposal process would help, too, but these aren't required by the OMA. And just following the
OMA guidelines isn't enough. For the most part, the public isn't informed. Or they are informed by a polarized person
or group. At meetings they are only allowed to give input before any meaningful discussion is had and after all the
meaningful decisions are made. It's no wonder that government meetings are so poorly attended. We can do better.

8/3/2015 8:38 PM

35 County government structure provide too much opportunity for the Board of Commissioners to operate hands-on.
There should be more authority to deadministration to run day-to-day operations without Commissioners over their
shoulder.

8/3/2015 7:31 PM

36 Rural Preservation is my number one priority 8/3/2015 7:04 PM

37 Beautiful place. Needs to attract and welcome permanent residents more than visitors. Reminds me of a huge summer
camp run by longtime locals.

8/1/2015 10:30 AM

38 Benzie County could save some money by changing how the PC operates and its responsibities. With every
community operating their own planning department, the heavy hand of the BCPC creates a poor intergovernmental
environment.

8/1/2015 8:19 AM

39 Point Betsie Road is not currently on an Internet line and efforts are beginning to surface but there could be some
collaboration, perhaps. Primary concerns: bike trails and safe ways to get around the area in a non-motorized way.
Point Betsie Road to beach needs to be repaired. Address economic development opportunities for the county and
fully support as many opportunities as possible by strengthening business i.e. non-profit and for-profit ventures that fit
with the county's image/vision.

7/31/2015 10:49 PM

40 Seems there is always planning being done here, but nothing gets done. There needs to be a plan that is feasible and
realistic for SPECIFIC things and then a definite plan to also help secure funding to actually get this accomplished.

7/31/2015 2:12 PM

41 The county commissions and officials need to focus on community issues and collaborative opportunities rather than
topics that divide. Help with community and economic development but not force the ideas they want - listen to the
communities.

7/30/2015 5:20 PM

42 Value quality of life issues for the community as a whole over those of special interests. Work very hard to foster local
government collaboration.

7/30/2015 2:39 PM

43 Need county wide representation on county planning commission. 7/30/2015 11:56 AM

44 Our main issue is the house on 669, embarrassing to drive visitors past...and the junk is growing every year. The good
ole boys in lake ann won't enforce the zoning laws

7/30/2015 10:40 AM

45 Don't allow a chance to go by to do the right thing by both the landscape and the people-the scars of sprawl are hard
to erase.

7/30/2015 10:26 AM

46 Keep NGO's such as Lakes to Land and Beckett & Reader out of all planning efforts. 7/30/2015 6:49 AM

47 As an early participant in the Grand Vision, the potential was exciting. However, after several working meetings, the
momentum seems to have faded. This model, if applied locally w/the topics identified in this survey, may have a
longer life-span as the focus remains local. The Grand Vision covered so many counties, I felt Benzie got lost
somewhat.

7/29/2015 7:44 PM

48 How about real bathrooms for the tourist at Frankfort beach.The fancy outhouse is a bad joke. 7/29/2015 6:55 PM

49 There seems to be a handful in some communities who have interest in; control over what they want. Need to
welcome all and LISTEN!

7/29/2015 5:30 PM

50 Benzie County needs to take the lead to facilitate and promote economic development. 7/29/2015 11:42 AM

51 Would like to see a proactive approach to the development of solar and wind powered energy production. 7/29/2015 8:13 AM

52 Everytime I come "home" I become more depressed at the state of Frankfort. Why are there so many condos? Why is
there such a drug problem? WHY HASN'T THE CITY DONE SOMETHING TO BENEFIT THE YOUTH? they are the
future. Give them a reason to stay or to come home. Fewer and fewer of us are doing so.

7/29/2015 12:25 AM

53 Cannabis businesses need to be allowed and regulated like any other businesses in the county. 7/28/2015 8:55 PM

54 Stop the loss of the view of Betsie Bay from Death of Marquette historical site 7/28/2015 6:20 PM
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55 Need to work together - from the government level all the way down to the Chambers & DDA & Community groups,
including non profits

7/28/2015 2:37 PM

56 Natural resources are key. 7/28/2015 2:31 PM

57 Follow Through and use the current MP to it's fullest & update. Starting from scratch is not necessary. Any master
plan is a live tool that can be enhanced & managed IF people follow through.

7/28/2015 2:21 PM

58 We need a planning commission that represents all of Benzie County with a member of each township/joint PC. 7/28/2015 1:08 PM

59 Preserve land and forests, dense development in areas like Frankfort. Remove abandoned or run down buildings in
areas like Honor.

7/28/2015 1:03 PM

60 Much larger cities have committed to collaboration on economic development and other joint planning efforts with
great success. The Great Lakes Bay Region, made up of Saginaw, Bay City and Midland is a good example. It may be
worthwhile to learn what you can from other areas and determine how it can be applied here.

7/28/2015 12:16 PM

61 Be prepared for a lawsuit if one of your bureaucrats tries to prevent me from using my private property in a reasonable
fashion.

7/28/2015 9:28 AM

62 Is important to protect the environment and beauty of the area. Once that is lost, it can't be recovered. it is a major
asset of the county.

7/27/2015 10:11 PM

63 I do believe our county has many residence who are not taking pride or who aren't able to show pride for their
properties. Having opportunities for all our residence to prosper in this community would be ideal.

7/27/2015 8:17 PM

64 It looks like this is the prelude to another "Grand Vision" for our area...take a survey, hold 'listening' forums, then follow
the pre-ordained vision plan.

7/27/2015 6:34 PM

65 - Blight - - Benzie County needs a NOISE ORDINANCE 7/27/2015 6:30 PM

66 Benzie County needs more jobs that provide better pay so people don't have to travel outside of the county to make a
living. Minimum wage jobs no longer cut it for a family.

7/27/2015 5:18 PM

67 I have lived in Benzie County almost all my life. It is a beautiful county and affordable. We need to continue to preserve
the beauty and natural resources, but we also need to provide employment that will enable people to live comfortably.
We particularly need to provide opportunities for our young people and families, including college educated people, so
they will stay here instead of going other places. We also need to continue to provide for our seniors, as they comprise
much of our population and will continue to grow as the baby boomers retire.

7/27/2015 10:17 AM

68 Stagnant or loss of employers! Public Private partnerships on workforce training could, should be concentrated here!
Higher education centers are too far away. Transport needs are great.

7/27/2015 7:28 AM

69 County-wide planning and ordinance enforcement should be priorities to protect Crystal Lake Watershed including the
Betsie River Basin.

7/26/2015 2:45 PM

70 Please no windmills. 7/26/2015 2:12 PM

71 The government closest to the people best reflects the needs of the people so keep it simple. 7/26/2015 1:56 PM

72 This is a uniquely beautiful part our state. It does not have to be like everywhere else. It will be more work to keep the
character of Benzie, Leelanau, Manistee counties as we improve all of these things mentioned in the survey. We will
have to stand our ground and not accept what may be acceptable in other communities. Our goal must be
preservation of the rural beauty and character of this place.

7/26/2015 12:53 PM

73 I expect support in notifying my neighbors in the Wimblevale Subdivision off Watervale Road on Lower Herring Lake.
The subdivision's access to the Beach Park from Boo Hoo View was illegally closed by Micheal Timmis senior through
making numerous fraudulent claims. Also Micheal Timmis' driveway was closed off from Boo Hoo View, as well.
These drives were to provide for emergency access to the Beach Park and to Micheal Timmis senior's property.
Please review the subdivision maps on file. Please inform the residents of the Wimblevale subdivision of this condition.
Letters need to be sent to these 16 lot owners. Thank you

7/26/2015 12:25 PM

74 I found this a very poor survey. Don't even know if 1 is low or 1 is high on the first question. 7/24/2015 12:13 PM

75 We are going in a good direction. 7/24/2015 10:34 AM

76 Need to tax tourists and second-home owners to pay for the infrastructure that they stress. 7/23/2015 12:33 PM

77 The County should be involved with infrastructure and encouraging private property protection. 7/23/2015 9:38 AM

78 Benzie county is one of the most beautiful in Michigan. May it continue to be so! 7/23/2015 9:08 AM
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79 need to invest in businesses that bring people in on a daily basis. What brings new customers in? No T-shirt shops,
expensive stores, or antiques. Beulah needs its own small grocery store, downtown hardware, Movie theater (weekly
movie at Library or in park)

7/18/2015 5:20 PM

80 would like to see more Frankfort and Benzie County cooperation and partnership 7/16/2015 5:55 PM

81 It is the rural character and natural enhancements that keep me here. The quiet, calm, relaxed and peaceful lifestyle is
our most important offering in this area as it is becoming increasingly rarer to find this option in Michigan.

7/13/2015 11:13 AM

82 Taxes are too high. Too many millages. Too many 501C(3) millages that aren't tax deductible. Get those monkeys off
our backs.

7/9/2015 11:20 PM

83 When I was growing up in Elberta, it was a community of families.....with kids on every block. That is no longer the
case. Frankfort and Elberta have become unaffordable for young families with children. They have to live in Copemish
or Thompsonville or Kaleva. Because that is where they can find affordable housing. If this trend continues, our school
system will suffer. I think it will also affect the quality of life in our communities. A vibrant, thriving community needs
young people and children. As more and more adults become caregivers for elderly parents, we need to change
zoning laws to reflect this reality. An attached or detached "mother-in-law" suite allows the elderly to maintain a sense
of independence while ensuring that their physical need for safety and security are addressed.

7/9/2015 3:35 PM

84 Leadership will and infighting limit the success of this county. Pooling resources and protecting the natural
resources… water quality and pristine ecosystems should be a TOP priority. Without those two things, we loose all
economic advantages. No more housing needed, no more transportation needed, nor more recreational options
needed as this place will not be worth visiting.

7/7/2015 9:54 AM

85 Save Benzie County, stop any industrial wind complexes as they will destroy the viewsheds, the Eagles, and our
economic base of tourism and vacation home sales.

7/2/2015 12:12 PM

86 Townships and Villages need to collaborate more with the County or Benzie will languish. 7/2/2015 8:52 AM
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