
 
BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
7:30 p.m. July 10, 2014 

 
Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:33 p.m.  1 
 2 
Roll Call of Planning Commissioners- Zenker, Tanner, Poulisse, Rineer, Hill, Minster. Bondarenko arrived later. Quorum 3 
present.  4 
 5 
Motion to approve Agenda as amended moved Tanner, second Poulisse, all ayes, motion passed.  6 
 7 
Motion to Approve Regular Meeting Minutes from June 12, 2014 with changes moved Hill, second Rineer, all ayes, motion 8 
passed.  9 
 10 
Public Input – None 11 
 12 
Unfinished Business 13 
 14 
A. BCPC Goals and Objectives 2014 Guideline List – no discussion or additions.  15 
 16 
B. BCPC Statutory Timeline Discussion - Annual Report was presented to BOC July 1st  meeting the timeline. 17 
          18 
C. Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report - Karl Sparks: Only 22% of the budget has been spent. That will change now that 19 
clerical support has been brought on. The recommended budget for 2014-15 had a few small adjustments based on the real 20 
revenues. The two things that changed were the $4000 for the contracted services for consultant and $4260 for the clerical were 21 
adjusted to a one time expense for the coming year. That doesn’t mean that it won’t happen in subsequent years. This is because 22 
taxable values have declined. “Miscellaneous” was also eliminated from everyone’s budget. It will go to the board on the 15th and 23 
public hearings will be scheduled. The first meeting in August will be the formal presentation of the budget. A carry over provision has 24 
been tentatively approved. If you don’t spend all your money in unrestricted accounts, 50% will carry over to an account you retain 25 
and the other 50% will go to the General Fund.  26 
 27 
Bondarenko arrived at 7:47 p.m.  28 
 29 
D. Annual Planning Summit Update Karl Sparks – A Summit Organizational meeting is being held on 7/16 @ 3:00 p.m.   30 
 31 
E. Community Growth Grant: Bondarenko reported that they didn’t get it; Beulah did. She is going to look into the Coastal Zone 32 
Management, the Great Lakes Habitat Restoration grants and reapply for the Rotary Charities grant.  33 
 34 
F. Master Plan Update Discussion: A formal quote from Beckett & Rader was received for $15,000. An email was received from 35 
Mark Eidelson of The Landplan declining to submit a proposal and his reasons. He recommended contacting the planning department 36 
of a state university as a project.  37 
 38 
RFP Letter for Master Plan Quote for LIAA/Harry Burkholder – Burkholder gave an approximate cost of $24,800 and requested an 39 
RFP. Discussion: Minster asked for Karl Sparks to explain the RFP process.  The RFP explains your goals and expectations. It is 40 
different than an invitation for bids. You can write it as a 3-year project and have options for renewal. Sparks said that the first 41 
decision is whether you want an update or a complete rewrite. Clarify your expectations and ask for a plan to execute that. 42 
Bondarenko suggested that B&R be asked if they will work with them in phases. Rineer asked if going with B&R will be compatible 43 
with what the townships have. Minster- Some of them, not all. Bondarenko said that NWMCOG has been telling them they need a 44 
rewrite instead of updating all of the white papers, which is costly. Poulisse asked if any counties have adopted city and township 45 
master plans as their Master Plan and if our county could and focus on the white papers.  No one had heard of it. Tanner –we can tell 46 
B&R how we want our format. The RFP should say we want an update within the 2020 Plan and incorporate what we can from the 47 
other entities. Minster- writing a new plan is a lengthy process. A new plan would take a lot of preparation and thought. Zenker – I 48 
don’t know how we can update this without a new plan. Some of it needs to be completely rewritten. Rineer- are the white papers 49 
updated along with the plan? Tanner- they are updated. When we had staff people it was easier. Zenker – I think there is a lot that 50 
hasn’t changed and just needs to be updated. Bondarenko – for expediency, why do we have to do a RFP if we have three planners 51 
who have responded? Can’t we pick one of these and ask if they will work with us? Sparks- from this proposal you need to write a 52 
contract with your specifications. Bondarenko proposed that it be done in stages. Form a committee to sit down and talk to B&R to 53 
review the exact specs and the cost. Tanner confirmed that the BOC would not have to approve the contract but added that it never 54 
hurts to have double approval. Rineer – how far down the road does this take us? Tanner – five years forward from when the plan is 55 
adopted. I think you need to direct the process. Bondarenko –they have most of the data already, but there might be other things we 56 
might want to add, like hydrology.  57 
 58 
Motion to: 59 
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a. Form a committee of three to enter into contract negotiations with Beckett and Raeder by the August meeting of the 60 

Planning Commission and work out a payment schedule with the funds we have available moved Bondarenko, second 61 
Tanner, all ayes, motion passed.  62 

b. if negotiations do not work out to the satisfaction of the committee,  it has the option of entering into contract negotiations 63 
with LIAA moved Bondarenko, seconded Poulisse Rineer- yes, Bondarenko – yes, Tanner- yes,  Hill – yes, Zenker- yes, 64 
Minster- yes. Motion passed.  65 
 66 
Discussion: Poulisse recommended that the people with the most experience be on the committee. A Committee was appointed 67 
consisting of Don Tanner, Susan Zenker and Minster with the help of Karl Sparks.  68 
 69 
G. Administrative Support Position Introduction of Connie Munson – Zenker reported that Connie Munson has been hired. She has 70 
a degree in computer science. She is very organized and detail-oriented. She came from Flexible Staffing.  71 
 72 
H. Hazardous Mitigation Plan Meeting Zenker reported that 6 or 8 met to go over the maps and pointed out what was missing and 73 
discussed hazard priority areas of 2004. One thing that was added was ash trees. The next meeting is September 23rd at 7pm at the 74 
Benzonia Township hall. Tanner added that input is needed from Lake Ann and others areas. He reported that Frank Post 75 
(Emergency Manager) was at the Region 7 meeting today and the NW part of the state and several counties felt it wasn’t moving fast 76 
enough. We are not eligible for mitigation funds until the [Master] Plan is done. For example, basement flooding in Lake Ann is an 77 
untenable situation. If we had a plan in place we could apply for funding to purchase those properties and mitigate. Each of the 7 78 
counties will have an individual plan.  79 
 80 
I. Benzie County Brownfield Redevelopment – No report. Tanner was not at the last meeting.  81 
 82 
J. Intergovernmental Communication/Coordination Update – A copy of the Annual Report was sent out to all of the Government 83 
entities. Minster read the cover letter that accompanied the report. Zenker brought a copy of the minutes from the Road Commission. 84 
Lakes To Land had a Leadership Team meeting this week. They were working on Agricultural Vitality and Food Innovation District 85 
project and M-22 Scenic Highway. All but one township has had their Public Hearing for their Master Plan. Rineer reported that the 86 
Road Commission had their local road committee meeting last week to guide the funds received from the new millage. They will 87 
ultimately decide which roads are going to be done next year. Hill reported that the School Board is in the middle of contract 88 
negotiations with teachers. They are losing money on per pupil funding. The biggest thing they are facing is a drop of 40 students due 89 
to the available base of children shrinking. This is the most dramatic change she’s seen in enrollment in the last 7 years. There were 90 
11 exchange students last year. The biggest potential issue is charter schools.  91 
 92 
Presentation of Correspondence -  The DNR invited the public to Open Houses to comment on their Management plan on July 22 93 
in TC and July 23 in Kalkaska at 7pm. For more info, visit www.michigan.gov/forestplan.  94 
 95 
Presentations and Announcements 96 
Tanner reported that the Betsie River Natural River Zoning Board of Review issued a variance.  97 
 98 
Public Input –  99 
Jim Evans supported Poulisse’s suggestion to compile the township’s Master Plans instead of creating a new one for the county. He 100 
also reiterated there have been no rules of procedure adopted nor have there been a review of the bylaws.  101 
 102 
Motion to adjourn moved Tanner, second Bondarenko all ayes, motion passed.  103 

http://www.michigan.gov/forestplan

