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 1 

Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:35 P.M.  1 
 2 
Roll Call of Planning Commissioners: Bondarenko, Hill, Minster, Poulisse, Rineer, Tanner, Zenker; Staff: Karl Sparks, County 3 
Administrator; Sharron May, Recording Secretary,  4 
 5 
Motion to approve agenda moved Tanner, seconded Poulisse, all ayes, motion passed.  6 
 7 
Motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes from April 10, 2014 moved Hill, seconded Minster, all ayes, motion passed.  8 
 9 
Motion to approve Special Meeting Minutes from April 24, 2014 moved Hill, seconded Bondarenko, all ayes, motion passed 10 
 11 
Public Input – Items on the Agenda 12 
 13 
Jim Evans – referring to Item A. in New Business, Intergovernmental Communication/Coordination submitted a copy of a post on social 14 
media from one of the Planning Commissioners.    15 
 16 
Unfinished Business 17 
A. BCPC Goals and Objectives 2014 Guideline List- Peg Minster reported that they are right on target with the Capital Improvement Plan 18 
(CIP) and there is progress regarding interviewing a consultant and updating the annual report. 19 
 20 
B. BCPC Statutory Timeline – This too is right on target (Minster) 21 
 22 
C. Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report - Karl Sparks presented the budget report ending 5/31/14. He met with Chair about next 23 
year’s budget. All officials and department heads are being asked to review their operating budget with Sparks. Special items will go to the 24 
finance committee to be reviewed the last week in June, 1st week in July after the operating budgets are done. There was a surplus last year; 25 
the recommended 25% will remain as an operating balance to maintain a good credit rating, $100,000 will be put towards the underfunded 26 
retirement fund and $50,000 for deferred maintenance, such as security measures like partitions so the door can be kept unlocked according 27 
to the Open Meetings Act. Sparks has to watch so he can unlock the door if someone shows up.  28 
 29 
D. Planning Commission Proposed Budget – Review Draft 2014-15 Discussion about whether $4000 should be budgeted every year for 30 
the MP update or every 5 years.  For this upcoming update the Planning Commission will be making amendments to the existing plan to get 31 
caught up from 2010. By then it will be time to do another update. Tanner emphasized that it will be more important to have plans that are 32 
updated for funding purposes. What he is seeing is that the creation of prosperity zones, updated Master Plans, funded retirement accounts 33 
are being tied together as requirements for getting grant money from the state.  34 
 35 
Motion to remove the $4000 Master Plan Update requests from the Multi-Year Budget Proposal moved Poulisse, seconded 36 
Bondarenko, all opposed, motion failed.  37 
 38 
Discussion: The motion was made because it is already listed under Contracted Services in the Proposed Budget. Poulisse suggested 39 
asking for that money to be rolled over. Tanner added that the treasurer could be asked to put it into a Contingency account for a specific 40 
purpose, amortizing the 2020 Master Plan over time. Sparks suggested it remain as a proposed budget request as well as a multi-year budget 41 
request. Scenario 1 in the Proposed Budget reflects existing requests. The Multi-Year Budget reflects ongoing and new requests.  42 
 43 
 Motion to: 44 

a) Take Administrative Staff and put into Contracted Services for a total of $5500  45 
b) Take the Recording Secretary budget and combine with Per Diem for a total of $4800 46 
c) Leave Multi-Year Proposals at $4000 for 3 years for the Master Plan Update the same.  47 
d) Label Administrative staff as New monies under Scenario 1 48 
e) Reflect those changes in Scenario 2 and 3 of the proposed budget   49 
Moved Bondarenko, seconded Tanner, all ayes, motion passed.  50 
 51 

Discussion about having a separate line item for the Master Plan in the proposed budget. Sparks explained that the Master Plan consultant as 52 
well as the Administrative support person should be combined under Contracted Services. This will give the Planning Commission some 53 
latitude in allocating those funds from year to year depending on the need. The Recording Secretary should go under Per Diem.  54 
 55 
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Discussion: While on the topic of the budget, Minster brought up Item G. Administrative Support person. A discussion with Sparks followed, 56 
and the following recommendations were made: 57 
 58 
 a. Hire help from a Temporary agency 59 

b. Adjust budget by taking $500 from training and $1500 from per diem ($2000) to contract a temporary support person for   60 
133 hours or 8 hours a week for the rest of the fiscal year.  61 

 c. Assign Susan Zenker to be involved in the interview process 62 
 d. Add “Other Duties as Assigned” to the Job Description.  63 
Motion to make the above adjustments moved Tanner, seconded Hill, all ayes, motion passed.  64 
 65 
E. NWMCOG Community Growth Application Status Bondarenko reported that she received an email that they are going into the second 66 
phase of review and should hear back by June. The Rotary Grant application will be submitted by the 1st of June.  67 
 68 
F. Master Plan Update Progress Report - Minster and Bondarenko were both unable to get a response from the Planning and Zoning 69 
Center. She contacted Mark Eidelson of Land Plan (www.landplan-eidelson.com) who did the Thompsonville/Weldon/Colfax Joint Planning 70 
Commission Zoning Ordinance. He asked about the status of maps, the most expensive part of the update; whether the Planning Commission 71 
and Board of Commissioners were committed to financing it. He will send a quote. She contacted LIAA and he cannot come to the June 12 72 
meeting but will write a letter. He did a review of the Master Plan and recommended following the same public input format and quoted 73 
$12,000.  John Iacoangeli of Beckett & Raeder said he would come to the June 12 meeting and give a presentation and quote. Minster asked 74 
for a digital copy of Rob Carson’s suggestions for Eidelson.  75 
 76 
G. Administrative Support Position – See line 56 under D. Proposed Budget  77 
 78 
H. CIP Committee – See line 18 under Unfinished Business 79 
 80 
I. Brownfield Redevelopment- Tanner reported that the state of Michigan, who has the first right of refusal, is not interested in owning any of 81 
the 4 parcels in Honor. The next right of refusal goes to Honor, Homestead Township and then the County. There is a bid package out for 82 
proposals. The Land Bank has the option to grab that property out of the tax sale, which would automatically qualify it for Brownfield funds 83 
even if it weren’t contaminated. They could also set up a Brownfield district. 84 
 85 
J.  Planning Commission Files/Records Organization/Move Rineer-Zenker – No report 86 
 87 
K. Annual Report- Minster started it and should have a draft to send out in a few weeks.  88 
 89 
New Business 90 
A. Intergovernmental Communication/Coordination As the County doesn’t hear from some of the townships and it is difficult to attend 91 
meetings,  Minster suggested they give a presentation or be on the agenda every quarter. This would be a good way to find out what is 92 
happening at a land use level. Tanner said that as they begin their Master Plan process they will have to engage the townships, so it probably 93 
wouldn’t hurt to start engaging with them. He suggested that the next MTA meeting is October 22 at 7pm. Location TBD. That might be a 94 
good place to start. Poulisse supported Minster’s  idea of sending a letter; a reminder of when the County PC meetings are and to let them 95 
know we are planning to update our Master Plan and would like their input. Minster will send a letter to all units offering to give an update.  96 
 97 
Presentation of Correspondence 98 
Correspondence was received from NWCOGG, Conservation Resource Alliance minutes, CIP from Solid Waste Dept. and Port Authority.  99 
 100 
Presentations and Announcements 101 
• Advanced Citizen Planner workshop on June 12. They are also doing webinars.  102 
• May 17th 11-3 NWM Draft Horse Plow Day at Zenker Farm; free admission, wagon rides, snacks, etc. 103 
• Benzie Central Graduation Fri. @ 2PM 104 
 105 
Tanner gave an update on the Economic Develop Plan Committee, a partnership between the EDC, Planning Commission and Chamber. At 106 
the last meeting representatives from Consumers Energy and DTE came and discussed infrastructure projects such as the new transmission 107 
line out of Arcadia substation to Graceland substation. Three-phase power is coming to agricultural areas. DTE talked about natural gas in our 108 
area; discussion of bringing a gas line down to Crystal Mountain.  The next meeting is on May 21 at noon.  109 
 110 
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Motion to approve reimbursement of $18.94 to Susan Zenker for boxes moved Bondarenko, seconded Tanner, all ayes, motion 111 
passed.  112 
Public Input – Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction 113 
 114 
Jim Evans – Nena brought up a good point about printing and publishing in the budget. There was a large outcry at Joyfield to involve the 115 
public in the update, so maybe more money should be put in that area. There is still a motion on the table from the March 13th meeting, line 116 
item 219. Robert Rules of Order addresses how to address tabled items. I would like to see that carried out. Not addressing your bylaws, not 117 
following procedure, OMA violations  and things inadvertently inserted in government documents and antagonistic posts on the Internet does 118 
not really help the character of the board. You don’t give us many options but to proceed to the next level to get an answer.   119 
 120 
Sharron May suggested that a presentation to townships might be more relevant to the Planning Commissions than the township boards.  121 
She announced a workshop at Grow Benzie on Resilient Farms and Homesteads May 29th at 6:30 p.m.  122 
 123 
Deb Lindgren – You are about as open of a board. If you aren’t doing things perfectly you’re no different than any other board. I think you’re 124 
doing a good job. People in glass houses shouldn’t throw rocks. 125 
 126 
Motion to adjourn moved Poulisse second Bondarenko all ayes, motion passed.  127 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
Susan K. Zenker 

 


