
 
BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

 April 10, 2014 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:35 P.M 1 
 2 
Roll Call of Planning Commissioners: Minster, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Poulisse, Hill , Quorum present 3 
Bondarenko arrived at 7:43 p.m.  Staff: Karl Sparks, County Administrator; Sharron May, Recording Secretary. 4 
   5 
Motion to approve Agenda moved Tanner, seconded Hill all ayes motion passed 6 
 7 
Motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes from March 13, 2014 with spelling corrections moved Rineer, seconded 8 
Poulisse, all ayes, motion passed.  9 
 10 
Motion to approve Work Session Minutes February 12, 2014 Minutes with corrections moved Tanner, second Hill, all 11 
ayes, motion passed.  12 
 13 
Public Input – Items on the Agenda 14 
Jim Evans – pointed out that the response to his letter stated in Item given to the board doesn’t seem to be on the agenda 15 
Minster – it’s not because it is public input 16 
 17 
Unfinished Business 18 
 19 
A. The BCPC Goals and Objectives 2014 Guideline List was distributed.  20 
B. BCPC Statutory Timeline has been updated to reflect the new budget timeline. It is starting in April instead of June. There 21 
will be an orientation with worksheets and reference materials. They are looking to approve the budget by August 19th. 22 
Operational and new proposals will be kept separate with justification for new proposals, which will be evaluated all at once. Karl 23 
Sparks will be emailing a digital copy of the budget timeline and worksheets.  24 
      25 
C. Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report - Karl Sparks distributed the Revenue and Expenditure Report ending 26 
3/31/14. Currently the PC has used 17.33% of their budget.  27 
 28 
D. Planning Commission Proposed Budget 2014-15   Discussion about how the money was allocated on the Revenue and 29 
Expenditure Report and whether the Recording Secretary and Staff person are a new request. Discussion that the amount under 30 
2014 -5% should be $850 vs. $650. Sparks explained that the PC has $13000 to distribute or move how they want. If the PC 31 
wants to apply $3300 for a staff person, they would add the position in the new proposal section and note that they will be using 32 
$3000 from the existing budget and requesting only the additional amount with justification. Tanner suggested adding the cost of 33 
the Master Plan Update. This could come out of one year or as a line item over several years. This shouldn’t be a surprise. It was 34 
in last year’s Annual Report. Minster called a Special Meeting to work on the budget. Poulisse asked if the contracted services 35 
person could work on the Master Plan Update. Bondarenko thought they needed a Planner. Minster agreed and added that it is 36 
too late for an intern; they have to realistic about our abilities and hire a planning consultant. Rineer asked if $4000 was 37 
adequate. Bondarenko added that they are also applying for grants. Tanner suggested NWMCOG.  Bondarenko spoke to 38 
John Iacoangeli of Beckett & Raeder and they are interested coming to talk with them.  She also talked to Tom in Equalization to 39 
see about getting maps. Other suggestions were Mark Wycoff and Harry Burkholder from LIAA. The PC budget deadline is May 40 
2. Handout: Proposed Budget Worksheet. 41 
 42 
A Special Meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, April 23, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at the Government Center. An Executive 43 
Committee Meeting will be scheduled before that.  44 
 45 
E. NWMCOG Community Growth Application - $7500 was requested. Discussion about the need to make some phone calls 46 
for the May meeting to do some presentations and whether it needs to be put out for bids. Tanner- Matt or Kurt can put out an 47 
RFP or there may be one in the files.  It is helpful for them to have bullet points of what we want them to do. Because of the 48 
Annual Report and Budget, Minster will put it on the June agenda. Zenker, Minster and Tanner will look for some past RFPs. 49 
Bondarenko got clarification from Sparks who said that anything under $20,000 does not require a bid process. The 50 
Commission can solicit, advertise or call people. Anything over $1000 has to be approved by the board. Bondarenko will call the 51 
Planning and Zoning Center. Minster will call John Iacoangeli and Harry Burkholder. Ted Wood gave an estimate of $15000. 52 
 53 
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F. Capital Improvements Plan Responses – 45 letters were sent out; 10 responses were received; 4 included requests: 54 
Equalization, Benzie Transit Authority, Central Dispatch, and The Maples.  55 
            1. Committee to review/collate CIP Projects- Hill, Zenker and Minster volunteered to report by next meeting.  56 
 57 
G. Benzie County Brownfield Redevelopment (BCBR) – Tanner reported that they started with 20 tax-reverted parcels and 58 
now have 23. Bud’s in Honor is now acquired. RFPs will be put out by the land bank to decide how that property will be sold, 59 
rehabbed and back on the tax rolls; there is a lien. The Question Mark building is also acquired. The BCBR will partner with the 60 
Village of Honor to create a Brownfield District. The process of tax reversion involves a pecking order of who can acquire the 61 
parcel. The Milliron Junkyard in Nessen City is another parcel that was acquired.  62 
H. Planning Commission Files/Records Organization/Move Rineer-Zenker – The office is small so they only took the most 63 
important things: Master Plan, most recent minutes, Recreation Plan.  Some of the rest of the filing cabinets are stored in the 64 
conference room. It needs to be set up and organized.  65 
 66 
I. Lakes to Land Report – Zenker and Minster attended the last meeting. They are still discussing county involvement and how 67 
to approach it. They are planning a joint county meeting presentation and update. The PC is invited to attend the meetings.  68 
 69 
J. EDC Report - Next Meeting April 30 12:00 PM at the Government Center. Tanner signed all the documents to set up the 70 
revolving loan account in Traverse City.  71 
 72 
Lori Hill left at 9:18 p.m.  73 
 74 
K. Annual Report Discussion – It needs to be updated. The format will remain the same. At the May meeting each topic will be 75 
reviewed for input. It needs to be presented at the June 3rd Commissioner meeting.  76 
 77 
L. Record Retention Policy Discussion – Recording Minutes: Poulisse had a discussion with Dawn and Karl. The PC needs 78 
to handle their own business: record it and provide recording to Karl on a disc or thumb drive. Poulisse emphasized being 79 
transparent; that there was a long period where meetings were recorded. After the FOIA request it stopped. He suggested that 80 
the board have a recording device and upload the recording on the computer. If a FOIA comes in, take it off the counter and 81 
charge for that. Minster- it is tough to do that without a clerical support person. If we record the meetings and have a computer 82 
glitch, we are going to get hammered. Rineer – until we get caught up, it’s off the table. There is no statutory requirement to 83 
record. Minster- the reason we stopped doing it is because we cannot without fail provide those duplicates for a FOIA request.  84 
Bondarenko- I look at this as an economic issue. I want every single penny to go to updating our Master Plan. Rineer – there is 85 
no question that in a recording you hear everything that is said. Poulisse – as a Planning Commissioner this is a great tool.  It 86 
was determined that it wasn’t feasible at this time.  Record Retention Policy- Tanner recommends following the County Policy 87 
and getting a copy from Dawn Olney to review at the May meeting.  88 
 89 
VII. Presentation of Correspondence 90 

1. Capital Improvement Plan responses 91 
2. Request for records for 2008 for Pilgrim Preserve PUD.  92 
3. FOIA Request for documents showing the adoption date of the Master Plan White Papers. Some of the 93 

documents say “Draft” on them.  Tanner suggested a document policy and reasonable fees to cover costs. 94 
Bondarenko- some counties charge fees and some don’t. 95 

 96 
Susan Zenker left at 9:50 p.m.   97 
 98 
VIII. Presentations and Announcements 99 

a. Open Meetings Act Training May 15, 2014 @ 1.30 P.M. in the Board Room at the Government Center 100 
b. Poulisse asked if there was going to be a response to Jim Evans’ letter of Correspondence.  101 
c. Rineer announced that he is not running again as County Commissioner and moving to G.R. due to family matters.  102 
d.  103 

IX. Public Input – Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction 104 
Jim Evans – Referred to Item 211 in the minutes. The meeting was called to order and not officially closed.  105 
Sparks – a meeting didn’t occur. It was cancelled. 106 
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Bondarenko – it says in the minutes that no business was conducted.  107 
Poulisse- what about the response from Zenker to look into Don Tanner’s absences? 108 
Evans- Read the bylaws  109 
Bondarenko- We are going to look at our bylaws. They are not specific enough. What is the intent? Not everyone can make it to 110 
all the special meetings.  111 
Evans- You should follow C, D, and E as specified in the bylaws. It doesn’t matter whether it is excused or unexcused. Compose 112 
a letter and submit it to the Secretary as it says in your bylaws. 113 
Rineer- do we need to revisit our bylaws?  114 
Bondarenko – the intent was about regular meetings. We will address it in the future and appreciate your pointing it out to us. 115 
Bondarenko- how do we get into this building?  116 
Sparks – there will be barriers and all meetings will be held at the Board Room. The elevator will not be operable until security 117 
issues are addressed.  118 
Rineer- We need to be able to go downstairs to access materials.  119 
Sparks- Susan will not have access. We need to shore it up so people feel safe.  120 
 121 
X.  Motion to adjourn moved Bondarenko , seconded Rineer, all ayes, motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 10:09 P.M.  122 


