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BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
July 11, 2013 

 
The Benzie County Planning Commission met in a regular meeting on July 11, 2013 in room 206, Benzie 
County Government Center, Beulah, MI, 49617 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Planning Commission Chair Peg Minster, Vice Chair Nena Bondarenko, 

Secretary Susan Zenker, Don Tanner, Glen Rineer, Lori Hill 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Adrian Poulisse 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
STAFF PRESENT:  Chris Olson – Benzie County Administrator, Kathy Ralston – Recording Secretary 
OTHERS PRESENT: Dennis Holcombe-Gilmore Township, Chuck Beale-Blaine Township 
 
I. Chair Minster called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance at 7:32p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners 

Present: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Hill 
 

III. Approval of Agenda 
Minster added ‘Recovery of county GIS files’ and ‘Budget Request to County Budget Committee’ 
under Unfinished Business and ‘Letter for Thompsonville’ under Unfinished Business.  

             Motion by Tanner, seconded by Zenker to approve the agenda as amended. 
 Ayes: Minster, Zenker, Bondarenko, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried 
 

IV. Approval of Regular Minutes from June 13, 2013 
Item IX on page 6 states the next meeting is July 13. That date should read July 11. So corrected.  
Motion by Zenker, seconded by Rineer to approve the regular minutes from June 13th as corrected. 
Ayes: Minster, Zenker, Bondarenko, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried 
          

V. Public Input-Items on Agenda: None    
             
VI. Unfinished Business 

A. Review BCPC Goals and Objectives 2013 
No Changes 
 

B. BCPC Monthly Budget Report 
Olson reported that out of the $9,000 budget for fiscal year 2012-13, $2,856 has been spent. 
That is about 32% of spending for the year. Also, the budget amendment to allow for the new 
computer is done and the invoice has been signed and sent to Wyant.  
 

C. Grant Research and Writing Committee 
Minster said Poulisse contacted Benzie County Economic Development Corporation (EDC) 
officers but has not connected with them yet.  
Tanner reported that he recently met with Troy Terwilliger-Chair of the EDC. They plan to 
schedule a meeting to discuss collaborative efforts for grants and projects between the PC 
and EDC. They also discussed educational outreach to build more awareness regarding the 
county Brownfield Authority and program. 
Ralston said that when the PC Grant Research and Writing Committee met with Matt 
McCauley at the Northwest Michigan Council of Governments (NWMCOG), he stressed the 
importance of including plans for an industrial park in any economic development plan 
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created. McCauley said the inclusion of plans for a county industrial center will improve the 
chances of securing federal funding for local economic development in the future.   
Discussion-The EDC would like to schedule a meeting for 1:00pm on July 22 at the County 
Government Center.   
There was discussion on the upcoming Community Growth Grant opportunity from 
NWMCOG. Last year, the letter was sent out at the beginning of August. The grant application 
was due toward the beginning of August.  
Tanner said that during his discussions with EDC officers, there was a desire expressed to hold 
public forums to find out what is important to Benzie residents with respect to business and 
economic development.  

  Bonarenko-arrived at 7:49pm.  
 

D. Comprehensive Plan Update 
1. Data Updates in Base Document 

Zenker reported that she worked in master plan updates provided by Michelle Foster 
from NMCOG and incorporated them into Chapter 1. There are some formatting issues 
still to resolve. She provided copies of the revisions for PC members to review and 
comment on.   
There was discussion on what steps are necessary to update data and demographic 
information and whether or not the public input process is necessary for strictly data 
updates. Minster will contact Attorney Dick Figura and Michigan University State 
Extension Land Use Specialist Kurt Schindler to ask for guidance on the process of 
updating demographic information in the master plan.  
Bondarenko reported that she spoke to Benzie Equalization Director Tom Longanbach 
regarding digital maps that were used at the time the county master plan was 
adopted. She will get any digital maps from Longanbach that may be relevant for the 
master plan update and then will get them to Rob Carson in Manistee County.  
 

2. Cooperation and Funding efforts for the 2 Economic Reports 
This was addressed under the grant writing agenda item. 
 

E. Statutory Guidelines for 2013-Progress Report 
1. Annual Report 

It has been presented to the Board of Commissioners. Ralston will send the report to 
the county website committee to get it posted on the PC webpage.  

2. Budget Request 
Olson said the budget committee is taking appointments to meet with departments, 
committees and commissions. There was discussion on when the three officers may be 
able to be present for a county budget committee meeting. It will likely be set for July 
17 or 19. 

3. Capital Improvements Plan 
Olson and Ralston will work on compiling the input from the various county 
departments and entities to begin the process of creating a county CIP. 
  

F. Benzie County Brownfield Redevelopment Program Status Report 
Tanner said that Sue Meredith has been elected Chairperson for the Brownfield Development 
Authority.      
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G. MSUE Citizen Planner Course-BC Planning Commissioner’s Progress Report 
Hill said she’s willing to begin the online course. There was discussion on the registration 
process. Arrangements can be made to register for the online course directly through the 
county drawing on funds that have been set aside in the PC budget for training purposes.   
Zenker said Lakes to Land is planning to do the MSUE citizen planner course sometime in 
September.  
 

H. Planning Commission Files/Records 
Zenker and Ralston said there is nothing new to report since the last meeting. They expect to 
complete more organization of the hardcopy files in the next couple of months.  

 
I. Lakes to Land (LtoL) Report 

Zenker reported that lots of master plans are coming out in draft form. Each participating 
community is at a different stage in the process. The last meeting was June 27. The top 5 
priorities for each community were discussed. Some of the communities expect to have their 
draft plans very soon.  
 

J. Education event or forum hosted by the PC 
Tanner said he will ask Mark Florian if he would like to be on the next PC agenda.  

 
K. Recovery of GIS files 

Olson said that next time a tech comes from Wyant, we can find out if there is anything 
recoverable on the county server.  

 
VII. New Business 

A. BCPC Support/Recording Position 
Motion by Minster, seconded by Hill to place an ad in the Record Patriot seeking a 
Recording Secretary for the County Planning Commission. 
Ayes: Minster, Zenker, Bondarenko, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried 
 

B. Letter for Thompsonville 
Tanner said Tim Windrum called him. He is the Public Works employee for the Village of 
Thompsonville. The village is planning an improvement to their water system. They are 
applying for a low interest federal loan and need a letter of support from the county planning 
commission stating that the improvement plan is consistent with the county master plan.  
Zenker will draft a letter and send it to Minster for review and finalization. 
 

VIII. Presentation of Correspondence 
A. Letter from MDNR requesting information regarding the Railroad Point Natural Area  

expansion.   
This letter should have been sent to the County Treasurer. Ralston will pass the letter on to  
County Treasurer Michelle Thompson.  

B. Letter from Grand Traverse County announcing their new draft master plan.  
The plan can be downloaded and reviewed from the website provided. The county PC has 63 
days to review and provide written commentary if it chooses to. Ralston will download and 
make a few hard copies for the commissioners to review. She will also scan and email the 
letter which contains the website so that the commissioners can review the draft plan online.   

C. Habitat for Humanity Newsletter 
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IX. Presentations and Announcements   

Bondarenko distributed the book ‘Food Innovation Districts, An Economic Gardening Tool,’ which she 
received from Sarah Lucas at NMCOG. She said that NMCOG and the producers of the book would 
like to see communities in the region incorporating the food innovation district in their master plans. 
Bondarenko said she would like the county to consider including this in their master plan updates and 
she recommended that the townships also consider including it in their master plans. 

 Hill reported that the Benzie Central School District just contracted with a private company to provide  
             food services. The food innovation district may be a good tie in between the schools and the  
             utilization of local food resources.   
 
X. Public Input-Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction 

Chuck Beale-Blaine Township asked if the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Bylaws will be 
posted online. 
Tanner answered that they will be posted on the county website.  
Beale asked when the county master plan updates will be posted online. 
Minster answered that the PC has gathered data updates and will now seek advice from the attorney 
and from MSUE to ensure that the proper procedure for master plan updates is followed. It will be 
posted online when an official draft is ready.  
Beale suggested that the PC should provide the document to the attorney for review.  
Beale asked if the new computer will come out of this year’s budget. 
Olson answered yes. 
Beale said there will be a training at Blaine Township Hall. It is set for a Saturday currently. He does 
not know the date and time as yet.   
Beale asked if the county is participating in Lakes to Land. 
Bondarenko explained that the participating communities in the Lakes to Land initiative decided that 
they did not wish the county to be represented on the Lakes to Land leadership committee. So, the 
county is not officially represented in the Lakes to Land Initiative. County planning commissioners 
attend Lakes to Land meetings whenever possible and report back to the PC at their regular 
meetings. Additionally, if there are members of the public present at county PC meetings who are 
participating in the Lakes to Land process, they are asked and welcome to provide additional 
information regarding the initiative.  
Beale asked if the meeting with the EDC on July 22 is open to the public 
Tanner said all meetings are open. This will be a planning meeting.    

 
XI. Next regular meeting of the planning commission is August 8 at 7:30pm in room 206 of the  
             government center.  
 
XII. Meeting was adjourned at 9:08 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Susan Zenker – Secretary       Kathy Ralston – Recording Secretary 


