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BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
April 11, 2013 

 
The Benzie County Planning Commission met in a regular meeting on April 11, 2013 in room 206, Benzie 
County Government Center, Beulah, MI, 49617 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Planning Commission Chair Peg Minster, Vice Chair Nena Bondarenko, 

Secretary Susan Zenker, Don Tanner, Glen Rineer, Lori Hill 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Adrian Poulisse 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
STAFF PRESENT:  Chris Olson – Benzie County Administrator, Kathy Ralston – Recording Secretary 
OTHERS PRESENT: Betsy Evans-Joyfield Township, Ted Wood-Joyfield Township 
 
I. Chair Minster called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance at 7:54p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners 

Present: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Hill 
Excused: Poulisse  

 

III. Approval of Agenda 
             Motion by Tanner, seconded by Zenker to approve the agenda as presented. 
             Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried 

 
IV. Approval of Regular Minutes from March 14, 2013 and Special Meeting Minutes from March 21,  
             2013: 

Motion by Bondarenko, seconded by Zenker to approve the regular minutes from March 14th   
as presented. 
Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried 
 
Motion by Zenker, seconded by Bondarenko to approve the special meeting minutes from March 
21st as presented.  
Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried 

          
V. Public Input-Items on Agenda: None 
              
VI. Unfinished Business 

 
A. BCPC Goals and Objectives 2013 

The commissioners reviewed the goals and objectives for 2013 with items prioritized for 
completion.  
 

B. Comprehensive Plan Update 
              The PC has prioritized the following two areas to target for comprehensive plan updates: 

1. Data Update in Base Document 
2. Cooperation and Funding efforts for the 2 Economic Reports 
There was discussion on incorporating the demographic updates suggested by Michelle Foster 
from Northwest Michigan Council of Governments (NWMCOG). Zenker said she will use her 
Adobe Professional software at home to get the changes incorporated so that the PC can 
review the base master plan document with the changes incorporated.  
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Motion by Tanner, seconded by Zenker to incorporate the changes suggested by Michelle 
Foster and review during the regular May meeting.    
Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried. 

  Olson said the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) is scheduled to meet Tuesday April  
                           16 at 1pm at the government center. The main topic for their agenda will be the revolving  
                           loan fund. This will be the first meeting for them in about a year.      

 
C. Planning Commission Budget Report-Nothing new to report. The item was covered during 
             budget committee meeting tonight at 6:30pm. 

 
D. Statutory Guidelines for 2013-Progress Report 

1. Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) 
              The letter to all entities budgeted through the county requesting information on all 
              planned or conceived project has been sent out. Replies are beginning to come back in  
              the mail.      
2. Annual Report 
              The first draft of the 2013 annual report is complete. Suggestions for changes were  
              made during the PC Budget Committee meeting tonight. There are a few areas of  
              clarification also. The draft will be adjusted and revisited next month.  
3. Budget Request 
             Adjustments to the draft budget request will be made based on the PC Budget  
             Committee meeting tonight and revisited next month.  

 
E. BCPC Grant Research and Writing Committee Report 
              Bondarenko said that we know there will be an opportunity in August to apply for a grant  
              through NWMCOG for a maximum of $15,000. The committee is working on researching   
              more grant opportunities.    
 
F. Benzie County Brownfield Redevelopment Program Status Report 

Tanner reported that at the last county board meeting, 6 of the 7 members were appointed. 
The appointees so far are Marcia Stobie, Sue Meredith, Ron Evitts, Roger Griner, Don Tanner 
and Shelly Thompson. There is one more vacancy for the full board of 7 members. One of the 
goals was to try to get members on the board from the townships which have expressed in 
writing that they would like to participate in the county Brownfield Redevelopment program.  
The board can now make a quorum and can begin meeting at any time. The contracted 
brownfield consultant, Marc Florian would like to begin meeting with local elected officials to 
talk with them about options to participate in the program and how it may benefit their 
municipalities.  
  

G. MSUE Citizen Planner Course-BC Planning Commissioner’s Progress Report 
             Zenker and Bondarenko said they are making good progress on working through the online  
             course. Rineer asked if the whole course could possibly be done on an ipad since that is what  
             he has. Zenker said she has spoken with their technical support. There is an 800 number to  
             call. Zenker will email Rineer the phone number.   
 
H. Planning Commission Files/Records 

Zenker and Ralston have spent approximately 7 hours organizing files in the downstairs office 
in the last two weeks. Some things are being archived in boxes. Other material is being 
reorganized. There is now space in a file cabinet for the current planning commission 
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documents. Shelf space has been reserved for soil erosion. All materials associated with 
special land use permits, site plans etc. will be kept and reorganized by year.  
Ralston received an estimate from Wyant for a new computer with updated software. 
There was discussion on sharing both the computer and the office space with other county 
entities such as Parks and Recreation, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, the EDC and 
possibly the Land Bank Authority. Ralston will approach Marlene Wood (recording secretary 
for Parks and Recreation) to see if there is interest in sharing office and/or computer space. 
The planning commission will include the new computer in its CIP request. If other entities are 
interested in the use of the computer, it may be possible to share budgeting for the computer.    
 

I. Lakes to Land Report: Zenker attended the meeting yesterday. Most of the communities are  
              still working on what they term their “cornerstones” which refers to the building blocks and  
              priorities for their master plans. Some are farther ahead in the process than others. They are  
              planning to hold the Convention of Communities where the participating municipalities will     
              have an opportunity to meet with other governmental entities that may provide assistance  
              with the master planning and zoning process. It will also be an opportunity for the  
              communities to collaborate with each other on shared issues such as watersheds etc. There is  
              now discussion to set a meeting before the convention of communities for the participating  
              municipalities and to invite other stakeholders so that interested public and other entities can  

see where the communities are in their planning and zoning process and what future needs 
may be. They are hoping to schedule that meeting for some time in May. There is discussion 
to schedule the convention of communities meeting for September, possibly at Crystal 
Mountain.      

 
J. Education event or forum hosted by the PC 

Tanner will speak to Marc Florian on possibly holding an informational forum on the  
Brownfield program. It was decided to ask Florian to attend a regular PC meeting. The PC can  
then meet him and discuss possible future collaboration on educational or informational  
projects.  
 

VII. New Business 
A. General Public Input Policy: 

Ralston passed out a modified version of the county board’s public input policy. She modified 
it slightly to serve as a policy for the PC’s regular meeting. Tanner suggested looking for the 
policy that had been used by the county Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). Zenker and Ralston 
will look through documents downstairs to see if the public hearing public input policy is 
there. The PC can use both versions, one for regular meetings and one for public hearings. 
Ralston will bring examples of both next month.  
 

B. Figura legal opinion: 
             Attorney Richard Figura provided an opinion regarding the appropriate scope for comments  
             submitted by county PCs to townships upon review of proposed zoning ordinance or zoning  
             ordinance amendments. Copies of the legal opinion are available to local officials or interested   
             members of the public.   

 
VIII. Correspondence 

A. Returned CIP Forms: Soil Erosion, Benzie-Leelanau Health Department, Equalization, Veterans  
             Affairs Committee and County Treasurer. Minster said she received a phone call from Bob 
             Roelofs, Chair of the Veterans Affairs Committee. The Veterans Committee would like to do a  
             memorial but said he didn’t think they would be ready to submit the information by the  
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                          deadline for the CIP. Minster will return his phone call. The CIP can be amended if plans come  
                          in a little after the stated deadline. Projected and planned projects as described on the  
                          returned forms will be compiled and included into the CIP.  

B. Beckett & Raeder Winter 2013 Newsletter 
C. Crystal Lake & Watershed Association Winter 2013 ‘Whitecaps’ Newsletter 
D. Betsie River Watershed Restoration Committee Meeting Announcement/Agenda (April 16, 

2013, 1pm) 
E. Gosling Czubak, MDNR Notice of Intent for Recreation Grant Projects (Beulah Beach Park 
             Universal Access Fishing Dock Project)-acknowledgement of receipt requested. 
 

Motion by Tanner, seconded by Zenker to draft a letter acknowledging receipt of the letter 
from Gosling Czubak and expressing county planning commission’s support for the universal 
access fishing dock project.  

             Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Rineer, Hill  Nays: None. Motion Carried 
 
F. Michigan Economic Developers Association Seminar notice ‘Inside the Economic Development 
             Toolbox’ (Thursday, May 30 in Lansing).               
 

IX. Presentations and Announcements  
Hill announced that the water festival is happening at Benzie Central High School tomorrow 
beginning at 3:30pm. There will be student presentations and speakers. SEEDS is coordinating the 
festival.   
Tanner reported that the new director of MDNR called to request a meeting. He wants to meet with 
county board chairs around the state whose counties have a lot of state land within them. Tanner has 
asked four township chairmen to be present; Ron Evitts (Colfax), Ron Hitesman (Weldon), Paul Solem 
(Platte) and Paul Beechraft (Inland). Those four townships together probably have the bulk of the 
state land in Benzie County. County Treasurer Michelle Thompson and Anne Bourne from the Parks 
and Recreation Commission will also attend. The subject is how the MDNR can be a good partner to 
local units of government. It’s all part of the land management plan the MDNR is putting together.    
Tanner said he plans to ask about the completion of the recreational management plan for the Betsie 
River. Another topic will probably be land consolidation.  
 

X. Public Input-Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction-None 
 
Next regular meeting of the planning commission is May 9 at 7:30pm in room 206 of the 
government center.  

 
XI. Meeting was adjourned at 9:29 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Susan Zenker – Secretary       Kathy Ralston – Recording Secretary 


