
Benzie County Planning Commission 
Workshop Minutes

3-08-2012

Workshop called to order at 6:40 p.m. 
Members Present:
Peg Minster, Nena Bondarenko, Anne Damm, Adrian Poulisse,  Susan Zenker,  Don 
Tanner, Wes Blizzard. 

Discussion of Almira township master plan. Itʼs a friendly master plan, very succinct. 

If thereʼs time, the Almira township master plan will be discussed in more detail a little 
later at the regular meeting. 

A discussion of Benzie County Master Plan begins.  Commissioners re-familiarizes 
themselves with different parts of Benzie County Master Plan.

Preface Page 1-There was review of the preface and table of contents for any needed 
changes or updates. The preface is wordy. Does the plan purpose need to be revised? 
Discuss reformatting to make the preface and the plan purpose easier to read. Some 
things may not need to be updated.  

There is a suggestion to change to the first sentence of paragraph 4 of the Preface.  
The suggested change would be as follows:  The Planning Commission adopts this 
Plan pursuant to authority in the County Planning Act PA 245 of 1945. Subsequent 
amendments are adopted pursuant to PA 33 of 2008.   

A discussion continues towards updating and changing of the some of the wording to 
coincide with the fact the county no longer has zoning.  The wording needs to be clear 
and easily understood. 

A discussion begins about the county planning commission purpose and it was noted 
that  there is still some anger in the community about the county being financially unable 
to continue planning and zoning for the townships.   At this time, it is recognized the 
county planning commission can only advise and make recommendations to other units 
of government.  

The Planning Commission roles and responsibilities will be a part of the next workshop. 

Preface Page 2- No updates needed  on page 2.  

Preface Page 3-  Some background reports may need updates. 



Benzie County 2020 Comprehensive Plan chapters assigned for review:

Chapter 1- Adrian
Chapter 2- Anne
Chapter 3- Nena
Chapter 4- Don & Wes
Chapter 5- Peg
Chapter 6- Susan

Meeting adjourned 7:50 p.m. 

Next Work Session- 5/10/2012 at 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted

Susan Zenker
Secretary


