
 

 

THE BENZIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
December 4, 2012  

 
The Benzie County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, December 4, 
2012, in the Commissioners Room, Government Center, Beulah, Michigan, 49617 9:00 a.m. 
 
Present were: Commissioners Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse 
Absent: None 
 
The invocation was given by Commissioner Kelley followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Stobie, to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes:  Damm, 
Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Halliday, to approve the November 20, 2012 regular session 
minutes as corrected on page 3.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    
Nays:  None   Motion carried. 
 
9:05 a.m.  Public Input  
Thelma Rider Novak, Frankfort discussed the lack of deputies available to handle complaints. 
Jackie Randall asked about the status of her position being put in the union; still waiting to hear.   
Dave Tucker, acting Under Sheriff, states that he filed a grievance on November 20 and has not heard 
regarding it. 
9:09 a.m.  Public Input Closed 
 
9:15 a.m.  Recess regular meeting to hold the Commission on Aging Annual meeting. 
9:40 a.m.  Re-enter Regular Meeting 
 
ELECTED OFFICALS & DEPT HEAD COMMENT 
Sheriff Heckman states that we have received a snowmobile grant from the state and asks to adopt a 
tentative budget for this coming winter for snowmobile – reduced from $9,678 to $6,900. 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Stobie, to adopt the snowmobile budget as presented in the 
amount of $8,900.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    
Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Stobie, seconded by Halliday, to accept the $6,900 grant for 2012/13, authorizing the 
chairman to sign.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    
Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
 
Memo re Steven Crouch issue – Prosecuting Attorney requests payment of $906.65 for this matter; 
there is no money in the jail fund to pay for this; this came to us in 2010; should use fund balance. 
Chris Olson states that these funds were put in the jail fund per Linda Wilson, former County 
Treasurer. 
Motion by Stobie, seconded by Walterhouse, and authorize payment of the $906.65 from jail fund 
refunds/reimbursements or contingency.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner 
and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Kelley, seconded by Halliday, to request the Prosecuting Attorney that upon a receipt of a 
final court judgment, to appeal this Crouch matter.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner 
and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
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Craig Johnson, EMS Director, states that one paramedic has been on workers comp since January 2, 
2012; the policy is that after one year the health benefits for him and his family end; asking that 
health benefits continue; he was injured while working for us when the back injury occurred; we need 
to research this. 
Mr. Olson states that it does not look like this would be a contested workers comp case. 
Chairman Tanner says it should be turned over to Peter Cohl. 
Mr. Olson to follow up and bring it back to us at the next meeting. 
Craig says they are out for bids for snow plowing. 
 
Jaime Croel, Animal Control Officer, presented her report for November 2012; cleaning position has 
been advertised; they have received several applications. 
 
Amy Bissell, Register of Deeds, states that a solicitation letter has been sent out by Record Transfer 
Services, a deed processing notice – it looks like a bill; she will do a press release in the Insider; she 
has recently had an order for $4,100 worth of copies; she billed them for the copies, they also 
depleted three toners which she replaced, which took over half of her office supply funds; asks to 
take $1,000 to put back in her office supply fund and the additional $3,100 in the general fund. 
Comm Walterhouse says work it out with the county administrator. 
 
Mike Feibing, Recycling Coordinator, states that he has started to work with the townships and 
villages but the one thing that keeps coming up is electronics and what to do with them; 1,000 pounds 
of batteries went to Grand Traverse County to partner with them for disposal; newsletters went with 
some township tax bills; SWAC meeting tomorrow at 5:00 p.m.; December 15, 2012 will be 
styrofoam and battery disposal; Christmas Tree drop off thru end of the January 2013. 
 
Frank Post, Emergency Management Director, had applied for a Hazardous Mitigation Grant – does 
require 25% match; application for 2013 LEPC funding of $1,610 application for funding of updating 
Emergency Plans 
Motion by Kelley, seconded by Halliday, to apply for the LEPC Haz-Mat Planning Grant in the 
amount of $1,610 and authorize the chairman of the LEPC to signing on behalf of Benzie County.  
Roll call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion 
carried. 
 
Mr. Post states that he will commit to a written report at the first meeting each month; he has been 
updating information on the response plans regarding phone numbers and addresses; he has also been 
working on the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding shelters for people; MOU for 
Alternative Emergency Operations Center; also Alternative Care Center. 
 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Kelley, to accept Frank Post as the Emergency Management 
Director for Benzie County and to sign all documents, effective today and to be reviewed in six 
months.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    Nays:  None   
Motion carried. 
 
Kay Bond, Interim Council on Aging Director, stated that November 27 and 28 Anderson Tackman 
Auditors were at their offices; the lighting has been changed. 
 



 

 

COMMISSIONERS  
Page 3 
December 4, 2012  
 
Dawn Olney, County Clerk, stated that the Swearing-In Ceremony for Friday December 21, 2012 at 
11 a.m. and the Organizational Meeting for Wednesday, January 2, 2013 at 9 a.m.  Also, needing 
additional fund in Canvasser budget after yesterday’s recount, with 12 people here, there will be a 
need additional funds – once figured out, will let the County Administrator know. 
 
Jay Pettitt, Building Authority, answers questions regarding the Maples: 
If the Maples are having money problems, is it necessary to add 16 beds?  Yes 
How much will it cost to operate new vs old?  No comparison – the new building will be 
considerably cheaper even if larger. 
Why is there a need for the architect to provide liaison services – can it be handled without cost?  No 
– it should be one person to work on the board; this would be a part time job; this is a case of 
necessity and Jay does not want to do it. 
Cost for the new architect – is it a percentage or square foot basis?  The percentage is half the 
percentage the prior architect charged, until the schematics are done then to a lump sum.   
 
Brings the Board up to date:  this is not time to stop; CON has been given by the State of Michigan to 
allow you to have new construction; a new contractor is to be on board by 12/13/2012; we have an 
extension to 1/2/2013; we have seven proposals from construction managers in; three were very 
strong candidates; they will interview those three next week and then to the Building Authority to 
approve; June 2013 construction is to start by; most counties have a county facility; he states that 
Thelma thought all would be fine when we got a rid of Rose; now she is after me; she filed a 
complaint with the Michigan State Police against him; they came to his home. 
 
Chairman Tanner asks about the current CON – how many beds does it have?  62 now + 16 new = 78 
How will the bond process work?  The Building Authority will do it.  
 
Comm Stobie asks about the $16 million dollars she is hearing about; states that a needs assessment 
has been done on this project. 
 
11:09 a.m.  Break 
11:23 a.m.  Reconvene 
 
11:25 a.m.  Tad Peacock, Soil Conservation District 
Mr. Peacock presents the 2012 Annual Report; he states that they were given a piece of property on 
Herring Road; held the timber sale on the Maley Property; Windows have been replaced at the office 
building in Beulah.   
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Chris Olson 
The Maples and the Council on Aging both need to have needs assessments; will have a report 
regarding Railroad Point and Parks Commission regarding the cottage at the next meeting; if the 
cottage stays and changes to a public use, it will need to become ADA compliant; provides the 
building department report; met with the officials at the Villages of Honor and Beulah regarding 
buildings of concern – we could assist, but cannot fund clean up; there may be other communities 
that may have concerns too – we have 19 municipalities total; Soil Erosion aspect – Pete will be 
going back to Grand Traverse; we cannot get someone in place to issue permits until March – that is 
the state’s class schedule. 
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Discussions regarding Emergency Management position regarding hours to work.   
Emergency Management Position:  Motion by Kelley, seconded by Walterhouse, to authorize 32 
hours per week for the Emergency Management Coordinator position to include health insurance.  
Roll call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion 
carried.   
 
December 18 employee pot luck lunch – Commissioners to bring the meat. 
Status of the Sheriff Secretary and the TPOAM union – Mr. Olson to send a letter to Jackie Randall 
with the status. 
Grievance for uniform allowance:  filed November 20; this is the 9th business day; he has received 
requests for payment of three individuals at $600 each for a total of $1,800 with only $2,700 in the 
budget – will set up meeting. 
Fiber Optic is into the building but not hooked up at this point; Veterans Services grant application – 
Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Benzie will go together for counseling services; Road Commission 
Audit – the county pays this year and it was not budgeted for. 
 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Stobie, to take money out of contingency and pay for the Road 
Commission Audit for 2012.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and 
Walterhouse    Nays:  None   Motion carried. 
 
FINANCE 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Halliday, to approve payment of the bills from November 21, 
2012 through December 4, 2012 in the amount of $294,084.77 as presented.  Roll call.  Ayes:  
Damm, Halliday, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    Nays:  None   Abs:  Kelley    Motion carried. 
 
Michelle Thompson, County Treasurer, presents the cash fund summary report with five funds in a 
deficit – some due to grant reimbursements. 
 
Maples:  Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Stobie, to authorize the request of the Maples for 
$300,000 to cover payroll for the month of December, to be repaid to the county once payment is 
received from Medicaid this month.  Roll call.   Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and 
Walterhouse    Nays:  None 
 
Maples:  Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Stobie, to authorize the request of the Maples for 
$147,000 to cover accounts payable, to be paid back from the millage which is being collected.  Roll 
call.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion 
carried. 
 
Emergency Management Homeland Security Region 7 Grant issue with grant regarding terms of 
payment/reimbursement; this was to be a pass through with Benzie County, it is being enforced now  
– will be discussed further at their meeting on Thursday, December 6, 2012.   
 
PERSONNEL 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Halliday, to reappoint Cathy Demitroff to the Parks and 
Recreation Commission for a three year term.  Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and 
Walterhouse    Nays:  None   Motion carried. 
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ACTION ITEMS -- Previously handled.  
  
CORRESPONDENCE 

 Hazardous Mitigation Plan – done. 
 Approval notice of Child Care Fund expenditures – information only. 
 Road Commission public notice of hearing for December 20, 2012 @ 10 a.m. 
 Benzie-Leelanau Health Department minutes of November 29, 2012 received. 
 VanBuren County resolution regarding indigent defense – information only. 
 Council of Government notice of meeting December 7, 2012. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
Comm Kelley presents a written report. 
Comm Halliday presents written reports; concern with Maples funding. 
Comm Damm has nothing to add. 
Comm Walterhouse has nothing to add. 
Comm Stobie has nothing to add. 
 
1:15 p.m.  Public Input 
Thelma Rider Novak says that Jay Pettitt and Marcia Stobie deserved the vehicle with a red bubble 
coming to your house; listen very carefully to Mr. Pettitt, Ms. Thompson and Ms. Stobie she hears 
nothing but “I think” never heard “I have researched or read”; you could have a dementia unit with a 
smaller number of beds; no one has checked on the mandate regarding this millage when you sit here 
and loan money to make payroll to the Maples. 
1:18 p.m.  Public Input Closed. 
 
Motion by Kelley, seconded by Stobie, to adjourn until December 18, 2012, or the call of the chair.    
Ayes:  Damm, Halliday, Kelley, Stobie, Tanner and Walterhouse   Nays:  None   Motion carried. 
 
 
Donald R. Tanner -- Chairman   Dawn Olney – Benzie County Clerk 

 
INDEX  

 
1. Approved the agenda as presented.   
2. Approved the November 20, 2012 regular session minutes as corrected on page 3.  
3. Adopted the snowmobile budget as presented in the amount of $8,900.  
4. Accepted the $6,900 grant for 2012/13, authorizing the chairman to sign.   
5. Authorized payment of the $906.65 for the Crouch issue from jail fund 

refunds/reimbursements or contingency.  
6. To request the Prosecuting Attorney that upon a receipt of a final court judgment, to appeal 

this Crouch matter.  
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7. Authorized to apply for the LEPC Haz-Mat Planning Grant in the amount of $1,610 and 
authorize the chairman of the LEPC to signing on behalf of Benzie County.  

8. Accepted Frank Post as the Emergency Management Director for Benzie County and to sign 
all documents, effective today and to be reviewed in six months.   

9. Approved to take money out of contingency and pay for the Road Commission Audit for 
2012.  

10. Approved payment of the bills from November 21, 2012 through December 4, 2012 in the 
amount of $294,084.77 as presented.  

11. Authorized the request of the Maples for $300,000 to cover payroll for the month of 
December, to be repaid to the county once payment is received from Medicaid this month.   

12. Authorized the request of the Maples for $147,000 to cover accounts payable, to be paid back 
from the millage which is being collected.  

13. Reappointed Cathy Demitroff to the Parks and Recreation Commission for a three year term.  
 
 


