
BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING APPROVED MINUTES  
BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

7:30 P.M. September 11, 2014 
 

 

Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:36 p.m.  1 
 2 
Roll Call of Planning Commissioners – Rineer, Zenker, Minster, Hill, Tanner, Poulisse. Bondarenko 3 
arrived late.  4 
 5 
Motion to approve agenda as amended moved Poulisse, second Rineer, all ayes, motion passed.  6 
Discussion: move Budget report to C and add Board of Commissioners motion. 7 
 8 
Motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes from August 14, 2014 moved Poulisse, second Hill, all 9 
ayes, motion passed.  10 
 11 
Public Input – None  12 
 13 
Unfinished Business 14 

A. BCPC Goals and Objectives 2014 Guideline List Discussion – No Discussion.  15 
B. BCPC Statutory Timeline Discussion – No Discussion.   16 
C. Annual Planning Summit Update – The speakers are nailed down and the agenda is next. The 17 

cost will be $20 for 7 or more presentations and lunch. 18 
D. Presentation Master Plan Update – Sarah Lucas NWMGOG Benzie County reviewed the 19 

Scope of Work such as timeline, schedule, MP committee structure, etc. They are anticipating 20 
20 meetings and 18 months.  21 

Bondarenko arrived at 7:51 p.m.  22 
They will work with the committee to set the agenda and provide coordination for meetings, 23 
materials, recording notes, etc. The next item is Stakeholder input, Fall Kickoff. The goal is to 24 
explain what the update will entail and get focused feedback, summary, review and discussion. 25 
Other input opportunities will include  26 

• An estimated 4 meetings with a working group representing local units of government.  27 
• Draft goals and objectives 28 
• Economic Development and Transportation (inventory, complete streets, etc.) 29 
• Focus group from business, chamber, EDC, etc to give feedback on priority issues.  30 
• Eight separate events open to the public.  31 
• Questionnaires for those unable to attend meetings. Email is less expensive; Let’s Decide 32 

How is another resource for gathering input.  33 
• Press releases, flyers, email promotion, coordination, venue, etc.  34 
• Compilation of results and analysis.  35 
• Place-making inventory: recreational, historical and cultural sites that have economic value. 36 
• Recreation section will summarize the Recreation Plan that will be updated in a parallel 37 

process. Some P&R representatives should sit on MP committee to identify specific input they 38 
want to hear from public. 39 

• Demographics, trends, future land use map.  40 
• After the public input meeting they will review and draft language for the update and begin the 41 

Plan approval process.  42 
• Hard copies and digital copies will be provided.  43 

 44 
Discussion: Tanner advised Lucas of the Economic Development Plan group. Sparks: 45 
Bondarenko suggested posting the questionnaire and updates on the BC website. She asked 46 
if the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) would be taken from Lakes to Land. Lucas: most counties 47 
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have their own FLUM. It can be general and broad or based on what the townships have. 48 
Goals and Objectives will be revisited. Bondarenko – Is P&R going to contribute? Tanner – 49 
No, it’s imbedded in this. Lucas- we are able to work with the county on spreading out the 50 
payments. Discussion about how to balance the Master Plan committee, such as geographical 51 
representation. Bondarenko – wanted representation of business, farming and other groups. 52 
Rineer – this looks like it’s geared toward the whole MP. We had talked about handling 53 
portions from year to year in a rolling fashion. Lucas – it’s hard not to cover other ground. 54 
When you talk about Economic Dev. it incorporates place, transportation and more. 55 
Bondarenko- but it is still just an update. Lucas: Yes. Some of it will be new information so it 56 
will be a separate chapter. Bondarenko – Where is ag? Lucas – it’s not pulled out as a 57 
separate chapter but incorporated into other chapters.  Hill- where do you see school districts? 58 
Lucas – represented on the steering committee,  Economic Development and Place-making. 59 
There is a lot of crossover. Sparks – when do we expect Parks and Recreation to approve the 60 
contract? Tanner- they already have. Sparks- so we are just waiting for this commission? 61 
Lucas- yes. Minster – sounds aggressive. Tanner – I would expect that the MP we currently 62 
have exists in some fashion with these extra chapters woven in. Lucas – it’s going to look like 63 
a new plan but it’s going to be the same format. Rineer- it just doesn’t seem like we are taking 64 
portions over a period of time. Tanner – everyone we talk to tries to talk us out of that.  65 
Poulisse- I think the concern was financial but this way will take us through 3 fiscal years. We 66 
appreciate the staged payments. Hill - do we have a payment schedule? Sparks explained 67 
how this would work based on the budget and billing schedule.  68 
 69 
Motion to approve the contractual agreement between the Benzie County Planning 70 
Commission and Northwest Michigan Council of Governments contract # 14BENZ-MP 71 
for the amount stated on the contract ($14,160) moved Bondarenko, seconded Poulisse. 72 
Roll call vote: Minster -yes, Bondarenko-yes, Tanner -yes, Rineer -yes, Poulisse -yes, 73 
Hill -yes. Motion carried.   74 
 75 
Discussion: Lucas recommended the Stakeholder meeting be held prior to the summit.  76 
 77 
Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report - Karl Sparks - Discussion of expenses 78 
remaining in this fiscal year’s budget.   79 
 80 
Motion to pay up to $8500 to NWMCOG for the contract for the Master Plan update 81 
moved Poulisse, second Bondarenk. Roll call vote: Minster-yes, Bondarenko-yes, 82 
Tanner-yes, Rineer-yes, Poulisse-yes, Hill-yes. Motion carried.  83 
 84 
A.    Brownfield Redevelopment/Tanner – there is a discussion with Schmuckal about gas station in 85 

Honor.  86 
B.    Intergovernmental Communication/Coordination Update – Discussion of Benzie Summit and 87 

Benzie Showcase (government, non-profits, service providers) May 16th at Crystal Mountain. Hill 88 
recommended a speaker from the Conservancy.  89 

 90 
New Business  91 

A. Board of Commissioners motion to receive and file complaints, keep them on file, and 92 
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have two commissioner reps see if complaint can and should be worked out and report 93 
back to the board. Evans reported some inconsistencies and conflicts that should be 94 
addressed. Minster – we do an Annual Review of By-Laws. We adopted it in December of 13. It 95 
fits in with appointing a committee tonight and put it in a report in October. Minster asked for 96 
volunteers for bylaw review committee. Tanner- we should look at the ordinance as well. 97 
Bondarenko – can we just do the bylaws now? Zenker – we should put together a committee to 98 
review both of them side by side and make sure there are no conflicts. Tanner- without having 99 
the bylaws in front of me, the ordinance would be the driving document. We should remove any 100 
conflicts. We should refer to Jim’s recommendations. Hill, Poulisse and Bondarenko 101 
volunteered with Bondarenko as chair. A report was requested at the October meeting. Rineer- 102 
The complaints would be based against the documents that exist. Minster- there needs to be 103 
clarification. All the Commissioners can review and make comments to the committee. Rineer – 104 
after these things are done, do we continue to address the things Jim brought up? Tanner- we 105 
need to clarify what constitutes a meeting with regards to attendance.  Minster – are we going to 106 
address just Regular meetings or all of them? We have to make sure we don’t punish our 107 
commissioners and not have people want to be on a. Hill- this is a two-fold process. Complaints 108 
against the current by-laws and getting our attendance policy as we want it. Rineer – there are 109 
two different things to address.  110 

 111 
Presentation of Correspondence 112 

A.  Parks & Recreation Minutes 113 
B.  Road Commission Minutes 114 
C.   Lakes To Land Food and Farm Assessment 115 
D.   Riparian and Blight Zoning Templates - Tanner has comments 116 
E. Hazard Mitigation Plan Meeting on September 23 at Benzonia Twp Hall 117 
 118 

Presentations and Announcements 119 
 A. Hill announced that school started 120 
 121 
Public Input  122 
 Jim Evans thanked Rineer for his understanding and comments on the board motion and said that 123 
 Nena is right about the land use maps that were already developed. That would save the county 124 
 money. If the county is no longer working on Zoning do not have to look at zoning issues. Evans also 125 
 thanked Karl Sparks for attending the meetings. He asked for a moment of silence to remember the 126 
 victims of 911.   127 
 128 
Motion to adjourn moved Bondarenko, second Hill, all ayes, motion passed.  129 
 130 
Meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 131 


