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BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

www.benzieco.net 
Peg Minster, Chairperson    Don Tanner  Adrian Poulisse 
Nena Bondarenko, Vice Chairperson   Glen Rineer  Lori Hill 
Susan Zenker, Secretary 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
 October 11, 2013 

I. Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance  
 Meeting opened:  7:40 p.m.  

 
II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners 

Peg Minster- excused.  Present:  Nena Bondarenko, Susan Zenker, Don Tanner, Glen Rineer, 
Adrian Poulisse and Lori Hill.  County Administrator Chris Olson was also present.  

   
III. Approval of Agenda 

Adrian made a motion to approve the agenda, Don- supported the motion, unanimous vote, 
motion passed. 

 
III. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes from August 8, 2013 

Don made a motion to approve the  minutes from the 8-8-2013 meeting, Lori supported the 
motion, unanimous vote, motion passed.  

 
IV. Public Input –  

Doug Holmes, Frankfort MI   I see you (PC) are still working on getting grants from the 
Northwest Michigan Council of Governments.  It’s a bad outfit.  They are members of the 
International Council of Local Environmental Initiatives and that’s a subsidiary of the United 
Nations.  This planning commission, I really hope you’ll be planning for sustainable freedom.  
That’s what make this county great.  Without freedom, it’s for crap. The biggest enemies to our 
liberty aren’t in Russia, they’re not in any cave in Afghanistan or China.  They’re here, whether 
it’s Washington D.C. or Lansing or in various boards by commissioners or council people that 
don’t know their duties, they don’t know their constitution and they get people from the 
Northwest Michigan Council of Governments and other entities like it, passing money out in the 
form of grants.  Little by little, look a the terms and conditions of those grants.  You’re giving up 
our freedoms.  If I’ve got a comb here, it’s my comb, I can use it with it’s proper intended use, I 
can use it as a bookmark, I can throw it away, lend it, give it away, it’s mine.  But, powers 
possessed by our government, our freedoms, they don’t belong to us in that way, we’re like 
trustees of that freedom to pass on to future generations.  It needs to be sent to those future 
generations undiminished.   If you are an officer of the.. you’re a trustee of a trust or the executor 
of an estate and you fritter money away or you allow the things you’re supposed to be protecting 
to be damaged, you can be sued or prosecuted for it.  The same for the freedoms that belong to 
your children, grandchildren.  And the police power, the regulatory powers that any government 
agency have, they are not your powers personally, they’re delegated powers, delegated by ‘we the 
people.’, and it’s so easy to make deals with people who want regional government.  It’s bad.  
Where do you go to vote for regional director, where do you go to vote for… those appointed 
positions are beyond our power and once you surrender powers to them, they’re gone.  It’ll be a 
heck of a fight to get those freedoms back.  And I know in... I won’t even call it Frankfort 
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anymore, it’s F-town, they say I live in a four bunny zone.  They took it upon themselves to say  I 
can have up to but not exceeding four rabbits or hens.   I could have two hens and two rabbits or 
four hens or four rabbits.   Those people should have better things to do than that.  It’s wrong.  
You look at their zoning code it’s over a hundred pages and there’s a lot more to their laws and 
ordinances then just that.  It’s very easy to let power go to your head and little by little America is 
going away.  I hope you’ll make plans to preserve freedom in all your other planning.  Thank 
You. 

V. Unfinished Business 
 
  A. BCPC Goals and Objectives 2013 
    Nothing to add. 
 

B. Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report 
Out of a budget of $9,000, the BCPC has spent  $5,800.00 as of fiscal year ending 
September 30th 2013.   The bulk of expenses were per-diems for meetings and the  
computer and software purchased for the departmental office so the BCPC can 
conduct it’s work.  The 2014 budget was approved.  The money not spent for 2013 
will go back into the general fund.  

 
C. BCPC Grant Research and Writing Committee Report 
  Discussed below C-3.   
 
 1. MMRM Scholarship Grant for Citizen Planner Course  

Michigan Mutual Risk Management- Peg did some research on this and there are  
scholarships available, but you must apply for the grant before you sign up for the 
course.   Adrian forwarded the email about grants for Citizen Planner.  Must apply 
ahead of time, but  no reimbursement is available  if you signed up before applying.  
Adrian, Glen and Lori have all signed up for the Citizen Planner Course.   

 
            2. Status of NWMGOG Grant Application 

Nena reports that the BCPC has not applied yet, because the grant has not come out 
yet,  but we will be applying in hopes of getting money to help us update the Master 
Plan.  We are going to ask for between ten and fifteen thousand.  The grant process 
has been delayed by about 30 days this year but as soon as we get it, we will apply.  

 
            3. Community Fund Grant Application 

Nena reports that a grant request has been submitted.  She wrote  a first draft and 
with the help of Sara Lucas of NWMCOG, it was finalized.   The entity awarding 
these grants is the Grand Traverse Regional  Community Foundation a philanthropy 
organization. Several grants were available and this one was specific.  It is a land 
use and conservation planning endowment.  Eligible programs could include 
conducting seminars, workshops, developing school programs that promote regional 
environmental or land use issues,  assisting units of government in creating land 
conservation programs, watershed, wetlands conservation, researching economic 
and environmental and social impact of land use and conservation planning.  Nena 
asked for ten thousand dollars.  She thought that amount combined with the four 
thousand already in the new BCPC budget, plus if we are awarded the NWMCOG 
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grant,  could possibly give the BCPC up to thirty thousand dollars for updating the 
Master Plan.  We do not have to match funds with this grant.  Don has a line on 
several grant opportunities as well and will be looking into those.  Nena has more 
meetings involving NWMCOG, one of them regarding Governor Snyder’s and the 
State of Michigan’s  Regional Economic Development plan.  They’re going to 
discuss possible grants available.  Maybe we can do something with the EDC.  The 
state is supposedly going to have grants available for economic development for a 
regional county-wide basis.  This is part of the Regional Prosperity Plan- Regional 
Economic Initiative- consolidating 14 regions to 10.  Nena thinks we need to do 
something jointly with the EDC.  She feels we need to promote our economics in 
our area.  A grant to help with that would be good.  Peggy and Don have gone to 
EDC meetings.  Our grant application will go to committee in December so we 
might know by January.  

 
D. Comprehensive Plan Update 
   

1. Data Update in Base Document  
 

  •Preparation of the data as an exhibit   
Susan referred back to Mr. Figura’s letter regarding the subject of attaching 
data to the master plan.  His letter says while he believes attaching the data 
as a footnote or exhibit would be sufficient, the safest course would be to 
make the changes according to statutory procedure.  -- Discussion continued  
and it is agreed that the new demographic data will be added to the Master 
Plan as an exhibit for now, and an official update would come in the future.  
Susan will work with the document and attach the new data charts as  
exhibits.   

 
2. Cooperation and Funding efforts for the 2 Economic Reports 

Adrian said this refers to the BCPC working with the EDC to explore opportunities 
to work together on economic development.  Nena suggests a joint meeting with the 
EDC.  Don said both Peg and he have been meeting with some of the EDC staff and 
board members, along with Roger Griner, Troy Terwilliger and members of the 
Traverse bay EDC, and have signed an agreement with the Traverse Bay EDC to do 
an economic development plan for Benzie County. We have a 20 thousand dollar 
project, and the Benzie County EDC has received 10 thousand dollars in grant 
money so far.  A work plan was set out, they met Wednesday, and have received 
recommendations for the initial task force.  From the task force there will be other 
work groups specific to different economic interests like agriculture, manufacturing, 
tourism.   The discussion continues about the economic development possibilities in 
the area.   Someone from the PC should be a member of the EDC.  After a long 
period of inactivity, the current mission of the Benzie County EDC is this new 
Benzie County Economic Development Plan.   Adrian suggests that one member of 
the Planning Commission be on the EDC board or if there is an opening on the PC in 
the future, pulling someone on the EDC board to be on the PC.  The general 
concensus is that is a good idea to do it.  Currently the PC is full.   
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E. Statutory guidelines for 2013-Progress Report 
 

● Annual Report  
 

● Budget request-approved by Board of Commissioners 
Budget request has been approved.  

 
● Capital Improvements Plan (CIP)  

Chris Olson put the Capital Improvement projects in spreadsheet form.   It 
CIP plan currently shows projects totalling 15 million dollars over the next 6 
to7 years.  Not every department responded.  Kathy Ralston did a very 
detailed job keeping track of what department responded and what 
departments did not respond.  12.2 million of the total is this year and part of 
next is the Maples.  The next biggest project would be  a 911 and Emergency 
Operations Center.  911 Director Ron Burns and  Emergency Management 
Coordinator Frank Post are  predominately working on this with help from 
Craig Johnson.  The CIP still needs money to make it happen.  Some projects 
have sources of funding and some of them will rely on the budgetary process 
each year.  There is no prioritization.  The BCPC could prioritize and submit 
recommendations to the BOC. The Board of Commissioners could also 
prioritize projects on an annual basis.  Chris gave the CIP spreadsheet to the 
BOC.  It was given as an informational document  during the budgetary 
process to keep the wheels rolling during that process and there was also a 
statutory requirement to provide an annual CIP to the BOC.   The BCPC 
should officially submit the CIP plan to the BOC.  Glen encouraged the  
Airport Authority and Veteran’s Committee to submit their plans, both of 
which are planning on submitting a plan next year.  What can they expect, 
what can he tell them?   Chris said the goal is to get a reasonable definition 
of a project with an estimate of a cost.  That way it’s on the books as a 
project that is coming up.  Don said that sometimes a project must be in a 
plan before some granting agencies will consider it.  Chris explained in an 
example, that if a project is a small percentage over it’s estimate, in the 
search for more funding, this can be a compelling argument for a group to 
agree to award more money to complete the project.   
In depth discussion about the Health Department Building becoming county 
owned in 2017.   County will be getting a 20 year old building that will need 
some basic upkeep.   
Don made a motion that the CIP be adopted by the Planning Commission 
and forwarded to the county Board of Commissioners.  Adrian supports the 
motion.  There was discussion.  This is the first CIP since 2008.   Unanimous 
vote, motion passed.  Special thanks to Kathy Ralston for taking the time to 
put the information together.  
 

o Appoint CIP committee  
Tabled until later date.  PC members can think about who they’d like 
to see on a CIP committee. 
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o Review CIP Draft Plan September 2013  
    Covered in CIP discussions from earlier in the meeting.  

   
F. Benzie County Brownfield Redevelopment Program Status Report 
 
       • Invitation/Press Release for October 23rd Brownfield Discussion 

1 to 5 p.m. in the Commissioners room in the County Building, Townships are 
invited, County BOC, County PC, EDC.   

 
G. MSUE Citizen Planner Course-BC Planning Commissioners Progress Report 

Everyone who needs to be is now taking the course.  Question about how many 
Master Citizen Planners there are in the county?   

 
H. Planning Commission Files/Records Organization Report 
 
  1) PC Printer/Scanner 

Up for discussion- It would be handy to have a printer/scanner in the PC office for 
doing small tasks, customizing letters, envelopes for general mailings.  Adrian 
suggested printing labels. Labels would be the easy way to go.  Susan said we need 
ideas and we need someone to move on ideas, because there’s only a certain amount 
of hours she can dedicate to being in the county building.  If Susan e-mails Adrian 
the addresses, he can make a base file.  Adrian  has volunteered to move forward 
with labels and report back.   County Clerk has all the addresses for the government 
agencies we need.  Discussion for printing envelopes.  USPS has a reasonable price 
on printing envelopes.   

 
I. Lakes to Land Report 

From the website; It looks as if November 1st is the target date for releasing the draft 
master plans for communities in the collaborative.  Nena likes the maps and data and 
says it’s everything we need for the County Master Plan update.  All we need to do is 
hire them, (Beckett & Raeder) because they already have all the data compiled.  It is 
disappointing that the county was  not included in this process.  More discussion 
about the base document produced by Beckett & Raeder.  Using Beckett & Raeder’s 
data will mesh the county Master Plan well with the townships and villages already 
participating, but there is no mention of food districts, hubs.  

 
  
J. BCPC Public Input Policy 
  Discussion about the BCPC public input policy and if it needs to be updated. 
 
 
 
K. Education event or forum hosted by PC 
  Discussion about the October 23 Brownfield Development seminar.   
   
L. EDC Report-Tanner 
  Discussed, see discussion above- D-2.  

 
VI. New Business 
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A.      BCPC Support/Recording Position 

No applications received.  At the last meeting it was discussed to run the ad in the 
help wanted section, rather than a block ad which gets placed in different places in 
the paper.   Peg did the previous ad, she might be able to do the next ad.  Discussion 
about the cost and people who may possibly be interested.   Adrian made a motion 
to put an ad in the paper to cost no more than 25 dollars until the position is filled.  
Glen approved.  Roll Call Vote:  Don-Yes, Lori-Yes,  Adrian-Yes, Glen-Yes, Nena-
Yes, Susan-Yes.  Motion passed. 
 

B.      Schedule Work Session for Review of Bylaws 
There has not been a recent review of the bylaws.  It is time to do that.  A special  
meeting will be set up one hour before the next regular meeting to do that.  
The next regular meeting is the day before the opening of rifle season.  Susan 
moves and Adrian supports a motion to hold the next regular meetingWednesday 
November 13th at 7:30 p.m. will be the special meeting, with the regular meeting 
starting at 6:30 p.m.   Motion passed.  

      
VII. Presentation of Correspondence 
   Correspondence consists mostly of flyers and notices.   
     
VIII. Presentations and Announcements 

*Adrian- apologizes for missing meeting last two meetings, his brother was home before 
being deployed to Afghanistan and there was a funeral.   
*Lori- Benzie Central Homecoming is tomorrow night and the next school board meeting is 
this coming Monday at Betsie Valley Elementary.  Next month school board meeting at 
Crystal Lake Elementary.  
*Don- Our county has reached a AA bond rating, and is very proud of that. What it points to 
is the good fiscal management, and thinks Chris should be credited down for getting us 
down that path.  Chris credits Linda, Shelly and Don with assisting with that 
accomplishment.  Typically the AA bond rating is reserved for counties in excess of 50 
thousand in population, very rare to have a county this small to be at this rating.  Double 
AA is a very good rating, have worked hard to get there.  This is likely as high as Benzie 
county’s rating is going to go.  Challenge now will be to maintain where the county is now. 
Fajita dinner fundraiser for Special Olympics from 5:30 to 8 at the Benzonia 
Congregational Church.   
*Chris- Glad to being able to help out with the CIP.   
*Nena-  There is a art winner in Frankfort, Ann Loveless  won the ArtPrize 2013 
competition. 
      

 
IX. Public Input – Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction 
   No public input.  
 

X. Adjourn 
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Lori made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Adrian supported her motion, unanimous vote, 
motion passed.    Meeting adjourned 9:30 p.m.  
 

 

Respectfully Submitted
 
 
 
Susan K. Zenker
Secretary 
 


