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 BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 June 13, 2013 
 

 The Benzie County Planning Commission met in a regular meeting on June 13, 2013 in room 206, Benzie 
County Government Center, Beulah, MI, 49617 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Planning Commission Chair Peg Minster, Vice Chair Nena Bondarenko, 
Secretary Susan Zenker, Don Tanner, Adrian Poulisse, Lori Hill 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Glen Rineer 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
STAFF PRESENT: Chris Olson – Benzie County Administrator, Kathy Ralston – Recording Secretary 
OTHERS PRESENT: Dennis Holcombe-Gilmore Township 

 

 I. Chair Minster called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance at 7:32p.m. 
 

 II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners 
 Present: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Poulisse, Hill 
 

III. Approval of Agenda 
The order of items listed under E. Statutory guidelines for 2013-Progress Report will be: 

  Annual Report 

 Budget Request 

 Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) 
Under New Business, add item B. BCPC Administrative Support Position. Item B. under Unfinished 
Business will read: Planning Commission Monthly Budget Support. Delete Item J. under Unfinished 
Business-BCPC Public Input Policy. This item will be forwarded to the July agenda. 
Motion by Zenker, seconded by Poulisse to Approve the Agenda as amended. 

 Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Poulisse, Hill Nays: None. Motion Carried 
 

IV. Approval of Regular Minutes from May 09, 2013 
Motion by Tanner, seconded by Zenker to approve the regular minutes from May 9th as presented. 
Ayes: Minster, Zenker, Bondarenko, Tanner, Poulisse, Hill Nays: None. Motion Carried 

 

 V. Public Input-Items on Agenda: None 
 

 VI. Unfinished Business 
A. Review BCPC Goals and Objectives 2013 

Minster said this sheet is meant to be a worksheet to be reviewed at every regular meeting. It 
states the goals that are currently prioritized by the PC. She asked that the commissioners 
keep a copy of the current goals and objectives and bring it with them to each meeting so that 
it can be reviewed and revised if necessary. No changes were made. 

 

B. BCPC Monthly Budget Report 
Olson reported that as of the month ending May 31, the PC has spent $2,545 out of the 
$9,000 budget for fiscal year 2013. This is about 28.3% of the total budget spent so far with 
about 1/3 of the budget year remaining. With 66% of the year past, the PC is at roughly 30% 
spending of their budget with 2/3 of the year gone. 
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      There was discussion on the possible budget adjustment for fiscal year 2013 to provide for a 
  new computer. Olson said the adjustment could be made without putting it before the whole 
  Board of Commissioners (BOC) if there is no increase in the overall budget. 
  Motion by Bondarenko, seconded by Zenker to approve a budget adjustment of up to 
  $1,500 to allow for a new computer including necessary software. 
  Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Poulisse, Hill. Nayes: None. Motion Carried. 
   

 C. Grant Research and Writing Committee 
  Bondarenko reported that the committee hasn’t met since the last regular PC meeting. She 

  has inquired with the Community Foundation in Traverse City and hasn’t received a reply. She 
  has also been speaking to Northwest Michigan Council of Governments (NWMCOG) personnel 
  regarding the Community Growth Grant opportunity that will be coming up at the end of July. 
  The award for this grant will likely be up to $15,000. 
  Ralston passed out copies of that grant application information from last year (2012). The 
  2013 application is expected to be similar. 
  Olson spoke about the Economic Strategic Development Plan previously reviewed by the PC 
  earlier in 2013. This may fit in with plans to produce a Jobs and Economic Development Plan 
  as part of the Benzie County Master Plan. 
  Bondarenko spoke about work the NWMCOG is doing in economic development specifically 
  with respect to food production and food issues. She suggested that these issues could 
  provide an opportunity for the PC to do some educational outreach to the other local 
  governments in the county. 
  Minster encouraged members of the grant committee to continue to research possible grant 
  opportunities and to reach out to the Benzie Economic Development Corporation (EDC) to 
  explore collaborative opportunities for grant applications and economic development 
  planning. She asked Poulisse to reach out to EDC members for this purpose. 
   

 D. Comprehensive Plan Update 
  1. Data Updates in Base Document 
  Olson distributed new information from the 2010 census projecting population 
  demographics for the next 10 years. It is projected that the county will lose population 
  in the child rearing age group and the 55 and older group will grow. 
  Zenker reported that she hasn’t made progress in the work since the last meeting. She 
  has finished the MSUE Citizen Planner course and therefore should have more time to 
  move forward on the master plan data updates before the July meeting. 
  Geographic Information System (GIS) layer files 
  Bondarenko reported that Rob Carson-Manistee County Planning Director told her 
  that he would contact our Director of Equalization-Tom Longanbach to find out what 
  GIS maps are currently available with the Benzie Equalization Department. She hasn’t 
  heard back from him yet. 
  There was discussion on locating the original land use maps that were used when the 
  master plan was first adopted. The firm that did the original mapping was located in 
  Traverse City and is no longer located there. 
  There was discussion on the files located on the planning computer. Olson said an IT 
  professional will be in the building for another matter and will also look at the files on 
  the planning computer to determine if there are any GIS files there. The firm that did 
  the original mapping was Meridian Geographics. Bondarenko will research the current 
  location of Meridian Geographics. 
 
 

 2. Cooperation and Funding efforts for the 2 Economic Reports 
 
 
 
 

      This was addressed under the grant writing agenda item.



BCPC 06.13.13 Regular Minutes  
Approved 07.11.13 

3  

 1. Annual Report 
  There are no changes in the draft since the last regular meeting. There was discussion 
  on the inclusion of a cover page and citing staff members who provided assistance. 
  Ralston adjusted the table with planning commission members and areas of 
  representation per discussion at the May meeting. She also drafted a document that 

  further explains the definitions for the various areas of representation. She also 
  drafted a job description for a staff support person that would be slightly expanded 
  from strictly the recording function. She drafted a document containing explanations 
  of the various functions required of the PC that any given staff person or contractor 
  may be assisting with. Examples include; master plan updates, capital improvements 
  plan, master plan and zoning ordinance reviews etc. 
 2. Budget Request 
  Olson reiterated the PC’s proposed budget request that was approved by motion at 
  the May meeting. The total is $13,000. It includes staff pay of approximately $3,000. 
  This includes the recording function with additional clerical duties. Meeting per diems 
  are $3,300. There is a line item for training, professional development and travel. 
  There is a line item for subscriptions. There is a printing and publishing item in the 
  amount of $500 for notices and advertisements that will be needed particularly for 
  public notices of pending master plan updates etc. There is $200 for office supplies. 
  Professional contracted services is $4,000. This would be for professional planning 
  services such as GIS mapping or specific research beyond clerical functions. 
 3. Capital Improvements Plan 
  Minster reported that Bruce Harwood from the Frankfort City-County Airport 
  Authority called her to say that they don’t have any large projects planned for the next 
  couple of years. They would like to stay on the list for future years as they will likely 
  have projects planned in the future. 
  Olson said the budget committee will probably begin meeting in about 2 weeks. 
  The Board of Commissioners (BOC) has discussed the need for more narrative to go 
  with the departmental budget requests. This will help the public better understand 
  how the budget works, what the funds are being used for and why. 
   

 

E.  Statutory Guidelines for 2013-Progress Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F. Benzie County Brownfield Redevelopment Program Status Report 

Tanner said the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority met on June 10th. The body elected its 
officers. Sue Meredith is the Chairperson, Marcia Stobie is the Vice Chairperson and Shelly 

 Thompson is the Treasurer. They completed the review and recommendation of their bylaws. 
They have been forwarded to the BOC for review and adoption. Going forward, they plan to 
compile information on all sites in the county that may be eligible for Brownfield status. They 
plan to send a contact letter out to all the units of government in the county requesting 
participation. They also discussed the educational component. Marc Florian-Brownfield 
consultant said he can approach that in a number of ways. The Brownfield Authority can work 
with the PC to jointly host an informational session for the public. Mr. Florian can also reach 
out to each unit of government individually. Mr. Florian is open to pursuing both methods to 
inform and educate all stakeholders on all aspects of the Brownfield program. 
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 G. MSUE Citizen Planner Course-BC Planning Commissioner’s Progress Report 
  Zenker said she completed the course. Bondarenko is working on the online course. Poulisse 
  is willing to register for the online course if an in person opportunity does not come up soon. 
  Rineer and Hill can register for the course at any time. 
   

 H. Planning Commission Files/Records 
  Zenker reported that she spent about 1 and a half hours tonight further organizing 
  downstairs. We now have 3 empty file drawers. That should be adequate space to meet the 
  file storage needs of the PC for the immediate future. 

  There was discussion on sharing the new computer with other county entities. It may make 
  sense to assign the PC support person with maintaining electronic files for the county entities 
  that are related to planning in any way such as the EDC, the Brownfield Development 
  Authority and the Parks and Recreation Commission. The County Clerk does maintain the 
  minutes from these bodies for the most part. However, there are other documents being 
  generated at various times. There could be a clear benefit to these bodies, the PC and the 
  county as a whole if all the documents they generate are organized and maintained using the 
  computer in the planning office and the PC section of the county server or their own sections 
  on the county server. 
  Olson said there could soon be additional space in that office as the current Soil Erosion 
  Officer will be leaving. This function will probably be handled in the Building Department by 
  late summer. Perhaps some of the records currently in that office can be moved to the area 
  outside. 
   

 I. Lakes to Land (LtoL) Report 
  Zenker said she hasn’t attended any meetings since the last PC meeting. She did receive an 
  email from Lakes to Land announcing a meeting of all the participating communities on June 
  27th from 6 to 9pm. The purpose will be for these communities to come together to compare 
  and evaluate where everyone is with their plans and goal implementation. This meeting is also 
  meant to provide time to prepare for the Convention of Communities meeting that is planned 
  for the fall. 
   

 J. Education event or forum hosted by the PC 
  Ideas for possible educational forums include the Brownfield program and economic 
  development as it relates to food production. 
   

 VII. New Business 
A. BCPC Parks and Recreation Appointment 

The planning commission has a seat on the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
Motion by Minster, seconded by Zenker to recommend the reappointment of Don Tanner as 
the Planning Commission representative on the Benzie County Parks and Recreation 
Commission. 
Ayes: Minster, Bondarenko, Zenker, Tanner, Poulisse, Hill Nayes: None 

 

B. PC Administrative Support Position 
Ralston said she is leaving the recording secretary position as she is beginning a master’s 
degree program this fall. She will do the minutes for July and probably for August. 
There was discussion on whether to advertise for either the expanded one day a week clerical 
support position or just the recording secretary function at this time. As the approval of the 
proposed budget for 2014 will likely not happen until early fall, it was decided to advertise 
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A. Letter from MDNR announcing public input session on forest plans for Benzie, Grand 
Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau and Manistee Counties. It will take place Tuesday June 25th, 4 to 

  7 pm at the Traverse City Field office on Emerson Road. 
   

 B. Initial summary of Benzie County strategic planning session which took place at the 
  Government Center in late May. 
  Discussion: The session was facilitated by John Amrhein from MSUE. Olson said we are 
  awaiting the final compiled report from Mr. Amrhein. There were 17 participants who had 
  clickers which they used to prioritize issues. The top priority was the Economic Health of the 
  county and Resource Allocation. Economic Development came in second. Education of the 
  public and Emergency Management tied for the third priority. Courthouse Security came in 
  fourth. 
  Tanner explained that, out of these top priorities, it may not be the very top one that gets 
  tackled first. There may be a need to prioritize education of the public. In the process of trying 
  to create a better overall economic standing for the county, there may be a need for a 
  comprehensive educational campaign to explain how county government funding works, what 
  services currently are public funds going toward and what resources are currently available to 
  provide services. The county millage rate is currently at 3.514. We were set at 5.29. We are 
  the only county of all 83 counties in Michigan that does not vote on whether or not to reset 
  our millage rate every 5 or 6 years. Most of our surrounding counties in the northwest lower 
  Michigan region currently have a millage rate of about 5.2 or 5.3. 
  Olson said we are the lowest tax rate county in Northern Michigan including all the counties 
  north of Midland. Our tax rate is 34% lower than what is allowed as a legal maximum. We are 
  about a mil and a half behind most counties in the region. 
  Tanner said by holding the truth and taxation hearing this year, the rate was held at the same 
  level as last year, 3.5. This is the third year that the rate has been held at 3.5. 
   

 C. Invitation to the Planning Commission to attend the groundbreaking at the Maples Medical 
  Care Facility Friday June 14th at 2p.m. 
   

 D. Notice from Michigan Economic Development Association (MEDA) for a course taking place at 
  Okemos Conference Center on September 9th

 

   

 E. Newsletter from Michigan Conservation Resource Alliance 
   

 

now to cover the recording function then look toward the expanded one day a week position 
once the budget is approved. 

 

 VIII. Presentation of Correspondence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IX. Presentations and Announcements 
Poulisse reported that there will be federal legislation introduced by Congressman Dan Benishek 
likely next week to keep public access open to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. During 
the 80s, there were plans made to close some of the access roads after a certain time period. This 
culminated in the formation of the organization, Citizens for Access to The Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore. He said that park officials support the legislation. 
Bondarenko said she sent the information requested on PA 116 properties in the county. 
Zenker said she attended a presentation by Kurt Schindler on the Right to Farm Act. She recommends 
attendance for any of the planning commissioners if the workshop is offered in the future. 
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 X. Public Input-Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction 
Dennis Holcombe-Gilmore Township Planning Commission Chairman said that last month he 
requested the listing of the parcels that are possible applicants for the PA 116 program. Bondarenko 
did provide him with the two parcels that were identified in Gilmore. He is interested in the entire list 
as reviewed by the board and would like to see a list of the remaining parcels that were under 
discussion. 
Bondarenko responded that she called and requested a list of anything specifically within Gilmore. 
She recommended that Mr. Holcombe call general information at the state of Michigan and ask for 
the administrator, Richard Harlow. Some parcels are not specifically related to agriculture. Some are 

 Permanent Conservation Easements. There is also an Open Space Preservation category. 
Poulisse looked up Mr. Harlow’s information on the Michigan state website and provided an email 
and phone number to Mr. Holcombe. 

 

XI. Next regular meeting of the planning commission is July 11 at 7:30pm in room 206 of the 
government center. 

 

 XII. Meeting was adjourned at 9:48 pm. 
 

 Respectfully Submitted: 
 

    

 Susan Zenker – Secretary Kathy Ralston – Recording Secretary 


