
Benzie County Planning Commission Minutes
February 9, 2012

Meeting called to order by Peggy Minster at 7:30 p.m.  

Role Call: Peggy Minster, Wes Blizzard, Don Tanner, Nena Bondarenko, Adrian Poulisse, 
Susan Zenker

PUBLIC INPUT:  None

MINUTES:  Approval of 01/13/2012 minutes with corrections, moved by Mr. Tanner, 2nd by 
Mr. Blizzard, motion carried. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
-Chris Olsen, County Administrator, brought a question to the planning commission from Chuck 
Beale of Blaine township regarding land splits over township borders. Mr. Tanner affirmed that 
it is not possible to split land on one side of a township line and then attach it to the adjoining 
township.  

-Ms. Minster was appointed to the Soil Erosion Board of Appeals at the January meeting. 
-Discussion to keep looking for a recording secretary.  Ms. Minster has talked to many many 
people and was unable to get a commitment from anyone.  Mr. Poulisse will look within his 
church membership and everyone else will keep an eye/ear open for possible candidates for that 
position.  Another option is to run an ad in the local paper. 
-The work session scheduled to occur prior to this meeting was canceled, will be rescheduled for  
03/08/2012 at 6:30 p.m.  
-The Almira Township master plan, received on 1/11/2012 was briefly discussed.  
-The Almira Township master plan will be reviewed and comments made at the work session 
scheduled in March. This will fall within the 63 day review period as required by the MPEA.  
The first four chapters of the Benzie County master plan will also be reviewed.   

NEW BUSINESS
-Welcome New Commissioners-  Mr. Poulisse and Ms. Zenker, appointed to the planning 
commission by the Benzie County Board of Commissioners on 02/07/2012.  Discussion about 
procedure, citizen planner classes, etc.  Mr. Tanner thought there might be enough interested 
people in this area to have a Citizen Planner Course held in Benzie County.  He would check 
into it. Mr. Poulisse received a 3 year appointment and is representing “Citizen at Large”.  Ms. 
Zenker received an appointment that will end 09/2012, and is representing  Agriculture.  If she is 



interested in continuing the position, she will need to write a letter to the Clerk stating her 
interest in doing so. 
-Ms. Minster pointed out, with new members of the commission, they could now nominate a 
secretary.  After some discussion, Ms. Zenker agreed to take the position. 
-Mr. Blizzard moved to accept Ms. Zenker as planning commission secretary, 2nd by Mr. 
Tanner, motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE
-A letter from the Greater Thompsonville Area Planning Commission was received, explaining 
their “Intent to Plan”.  They will have their first public hearing on their draft master plan on 
March 1st.  The letter was reviewed and accepted, a response will be issued by Minster.  

Ms. Bondarenko move to adjourn, Ms. Zenker 2nd, unanimous.  Meeting adjourned,  8:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

Susan Zenker
Secretary


