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www.benzieco.net 
 Peg Minster  Chairperson   Lori Hill   Walter Roch von Rochsburg 
 Nena Bondarenko Vice Chairperson  Coury Carland  Evan Warsecke 
 Susan Zenker  Secretary 
 

            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

August 13, 2015 7:30 PM 
 

I. Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:34 p.m.  
 

II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners – Minster, Zenker, Carland, Roch von Rochsburg, Warsecke, Lori Hill 
arrived at 7:37 p.m. Excused: Bondarenko. Quorum present.  

   
III. Motion to Approve Agenda as amended moved Roch von Rochsburg, seconded Warsecke, all ayes, motion 

passed.  
 

IV. Motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes from June 09, 2015 moved Zenker, seconded Carland, all ayes, 
motion passed 

 
Public Input – Items on the Agenda - None 
 

V. New Business-   
A. Planning Commission Reorganization – Karl Sparks referencing the last Master Plan (MP) Steering 

Committee meeting and was taken aback was that the first thing being done was a meeting with local units of 
government about what the County Planning Commission should be doing. It made sense to him that the MP 
dictates what the PC needs to do going forward. He didn’t get very far but he has been doing some research of 
PA33 which authorizes the PC, the county ordinance, the bylaws and the website page. Honestly, he doesn’t 
know what they do; they don’t have an action plan. There is not one action item on the agenda other than 
approving the minutes. Updating each other doesn’t really serve the county. What should the PC be doing? The 
ordinance doesn’t set that out; it doesn’t say why you exist and what you should be doing. He plans to go to the 
board and recommend no new appointments until the MP is completed. The state law says you stay on the 
commission until someone else is appointed. The things he reads in the public act are not the things they are 
doing. Then the commission needs to be staffed accordingly. Geographic representation is last on the list. You 
are supposed to have education, agriculture, transportation, etc. and you are ignoring the rest. He is going to 
ask the board to straighten it out. This commission operates under an ordinance. We have a 10 million dollar 
expansion at Crystal Mountain that never came through this committee. It never came to the township Joint 
Planning Commission. The BOC has to apply for the grant and they went directly to the board; they never went 
through the PC before. Under the CIP they need to. His issue is that the commission finishes the update and 
then huddle around the PC role and advising the BOC. He recommends studying the documents he referenced 
and formulate what the ordinance looks like and how to staff the commission. Discussion: Carland- this 
commission is important; what’s at stake is grant funding. Minster – the prominent idea is that we are asking the 
public to determine the role of the PC. It is worth noting that volunteers staff this. It is determined by statute and 
ordinance. We have a scope of work. I am more than happy to engage the townships but not to define the role 
of the (County) Planning Commission. Warsecke - if every township has its own Planning Commission, why do 
we need a county one? Minster: they need an umbrella, a bigger picture; we collaborate to create goals, 
strategies. Sparks – there are infrastructures that cross boundaries, natural gas, high speed Internet, etc. 
Who’s going to pull that all together? They can’t do it alone. They’re all volunteers too. We can do that together. 
It’s the larger infrastructure things. It’s too big for part-time township staff. The county provides the forum for 
that to happen. It’s not our role to say you need to do things this way. Zenker – Manistee County, Traverse and 
Wexford have a full time Planner. We don’t have that. We don’t have directors or experts to run programs. We 
have to do things with committees and teams. That’s how we get things done.  

 
VI. Unfinished Business 

 
A.       The BCPC Goals and Objectives for 2015 were updated. The primary goal is the Master Plan and 
staying on budget.  



 

 

B.       BCPC Statutory Timeline Discussion Update for 2015 and everything is on target  
C.       Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report - Karl Sparks reported that the current budget is ok. 
The PC is at 51% of their budget. But the county has $371,000 less revenue than last year and $100, 
000 more in expense requests. That’s a $471,000 gap. Some mandated services are costing more than 
budgeted, such as foster care services. The finance committee will have to come up with $471,000 in 
cuts. The impact for the PC is that Karl’s administrative staff will be cut in half but keeping her may be 
difficult and your expense for that service could go up. Carland wants to attend the Planning Conference 
in Detroit to get his Citizen Planner certification, an already approved expense.  
D.       Master Plan Committee Update and Discussion – Minster reported that the survey ends tomorrow. 
There were 280 survey responses. They wanted 300. They will probably accept hard copies during the 
collation of the data. The next committee meeting is Aug. 31st at 3:30 p.m. to review the data from the 
surveys. The intergovernmental focus group will be on September 16th 5:30-7:30 p.m. with Planners as 
guest speakers. Minster agrees that doing the focus groups first seems backwards but their consultant 
overruled them. Zenker reported that Colfax, Gilmore, Inland, Almira and Platte had the least responses 
so she reached out to those communities.  

                      1. Online and hard copy survey available now through August 14th                    
E.       Planning Commission County Server Email – Roch von Rochsburg wasn’t able to sign on and is 
seeking assistance. Everyone else is signed up.  
F.       EDC Report – Carland reported that he and Griner are interviewing a new chairperson. It might 
take awhile to get scheduled. He attended the Merit Conference on Cyber Security. Michigan is leading 
the way nationwide in cyber security, partially attributed to our governor and defense contracting around 
Detroit. Smart cars have the potential to be hacked and hijacked posing a security issue. Merit is a non-
profit that operates the largest and oldest fiber optic network. Thanks to the stimulus package in 2009, 
Merit received money to expand underserved areas. They expanded into the UP. The Reach 3 Project 
funded by the stimulus package is expanding in the UP and Northern Michigan. The scope of the project 
is the “Middle Mile”, a fiber-optic backbone, so communities can tie into. The NE Fiber Optic Consortium 
in Alpena and surrounding counties (8-10) was there as well. Merit is using that group as a model of 
expanding into rural areas. It is succeeding beyond their goals and aims. It was meant to connect Non-
profits but if they could go back they would include businesses.  

            G.       Brownfield Authority Update – Bondarenko *1-5 Minutes (No meeting this month) 
H.       Benzie School Update - Hill reported that there has not been a meeting since last time. They have 
been working on contract negotiations all summer. There was a fundraiser for Back To the Track. 
Stephanie Johnston is the new board member who will replace Kathy Ross to complete her term. School 
starts on the 9th.  
I.         Parks & Rec Commission Update Walter Roch von Rochsburg reported that the Master Plan 
review at the state level is being held up because of a title issue in Benzonia. The Grant application for 
water trails was reviewed by technical staff who increased the grant request to $40, 000.  
J.        Intergovernmental Communication/Coordination Update – Minster reported that their Joint 

Planning Commission CIP was adopted. Carland reported on a Networks Northwest presentation by Don 
Tanner and Chip Johnson about healthcare services administered regionally. Zenker reported on the 
Benzie Conservation District Herring Lake Watershed Survey is available on their website.  

            
VIII. Presentation of Correspondence 

A. Park & Rec Minutes 
B. Road Commission Minutes 
C. Conservation District Report  

 
IX. Presentations and Announcements 

 
X. Public Input –  

 
Jim Evans Joyfield Township – The Master Plan update is already 5 years and extending personnel terms is 
fabulous but the Planning Enabling Act specifies 3 year terms. A member shall hold office until his or her successor 
is appointed. He suggests that commissioner Warsecke and Carland seek legal counsel because it goes against two 
statutes and the ordinance itself. We have 9 entities in the county. One of those people from each entity that fit those 



 

 

requirements could comprise the Planning Commission and all get together at one table with a recording secretary 
and board representation, and then every entity would be sitting in on the discussion.  
 

XI. Adjourn moved Warsecke, second Hill all ayes, motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  
 

 


