
 

 

THE BENZIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
March 18, 2014 

 
The Benzie County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, March 18, 2014, 
at the Benzie County Government Center, Beulah, Michigan. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Donald Tanner at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Present were: Commissioners Bates, Griner, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse 
Absent: None 
 
The invocation was given by Commissioner Kelley followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
A moment of silence was observed for the passing of Joe Barone, former employee. 
 
Agenda: 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Rineer, to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes:  Bates, 
Griner, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse    Nays:  None   Motion carried. 
 
Minutes:   
Motion by Bates, seconded by Rineer, to approve the regular session minutes of March 4, 2014 as 
presented.  Ayes:  Bates, Griner, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse   Nays:  None   
Motion carried. 
 
9:02 a.m.  Public Input 
Bev Holbrook, Benzie Transportation Authority, introduces Bill Kennis, new Executive Director. 
Bill Kennis, Frankfort, states that he has been a homeowner here for 10 years; an RFP is going out for 
a county-wide needs assessment; they will be working closely with the surrounding counties. 
J. Douglas Holmes, Frankfort, discussed the master plans and zoning permits of townships. 
Rev. Steven B. Thompson, Benzonia, discussed a proposed draft Ordinance Restricting Marijuana 
and asks it to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.   
Eric VanDussen, Benzonia, discussed the proposed changes to the Committee Appointment Policy. 
Public Input Closed 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS & DEPT HEAD COMMENTS: 
Sheriff Schendel and Jeff Conquest, Jail Administrator, explains the need for an amendment to the 
jail budget due to increased revenues and unbudgeted expenses in wages.   
 
Doug Durand, Council on Aging, reviews the Director’s report and the financial report that he has 
provided.   
 
Marlene Wood, Recycling Coordinator, stated that she has attended several township meetings 
presenting the annual report; at the MAC conference is there is recycling session at the state level and 
she hopes that someone will attend and report back to her. 
 
Bob Roelofs, Veterans Affairs, stated that they are down one board member due to the health of one 
member; May 10 at Homestead Twp Hall for Educational Outlook Workshop; recently joined the 
Grand Traverse Region Veterans Coalition – this will allow one voice to be heard rather than 70; they 
are working with the Council on Aging to make a one-time grant to help with home meals for 
veterans; there is no county-wide veterans memorial in Benzie County so they are working with 
Benzonia Township to allocate a piece of property at Memorial Park behind Watson’s to place a  
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memorial; the Veterans have recently elected their chair and secretary – they have remained the same 
as before – he is Chair and Art Melendez will be secretary; he has donated a new flag to the county. 
 
Frank Post, Emergency Management, presented the February 2014 activity report; CERT Academy 
training is scheduled for April 12, 13 and 14; LTP and LEPC meetings will be moved from the 
Sheriff Dept to the Government Center; there is a new law regarding safety drills in the schools.   
2013-14 HMEP Grant – information provided and the board will review and act at the 4/1/14 
meeting; Flood Safety Awareness Week this week, March 16 – 22, 2014.   
 
Ron Berns, 911 Central Dispatch, stated that two work stations were put in last week and everything 
is going well; they have discussed issues and they need to improve the disaster plan with regard to 
them breaking away from the Sheriff Dept server and that would meet the ID Network specifications.  
There would be annual costs to continue that and they are working on the figures. 
 
Steve Houghton, Building Department, states that they are just waiting for the weather to break; they 
are close to finalizing plans regarding the Tractor Supply project in Benzonia.    
 
Animal Control report for February 2014 received. 
 
Benzie Home Health Care service report for February 2014 received. 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
Comm Walterhouse reported that he has attended several meetings – ACO; Budget; Central Dispatch 
and Platte Township Annual meeting; he hands out information regarding BTA members and the 
expiration dates of appointment.  
 
Comm Kelley reported that Inland Township has been discussing the chain of command structure 
with Fire Dept and EMS; he commends Marlene for her presentation at township meetings regarding 
the annual report. 
 
Comm Griner reported that he attended a Council of Government meeting as a guest and was very 
impressed with the degree of concern for employment and training that is involved; Senator Walker 
will be holding hearings soon on what the Governor is proposing regarding the skilled trades; he 
comments on the letter received from Rep. Benishek regarding the Asian Carp resolution this board 
adopted; Congratulations to Frankfort Schools for going to boys basketball quarter finals; sap is 
running this week. 
 
Comm Tucker stated that Almira Township has passed a Fireworks Ordinance on March 10. 
 
Comm Bates stated that he attended the Platte Twp Annual meeting – they only meet four times per 
year due to their size; thank you to Lisa and Glen for attending meetings for he when he couldn’t; 
mentioned the passing of Joe Barone last Saturday night. 
 
Comm Rineer attended the Airport Authority meeting; Lakes to Land meeting – there is contention 
with townships regarding zoning -- they don’t feel we should be involved in reviewing and 
commenting, but we are involved due to the statute. 
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Chairman Tanner reported on the Council of Governments prosperity zone and boards; our northwest 
region is a model for the rest of the state; met last Friday with the DNR and Parks & Rec regarding a 
number of projects in the county – Dair Mill, Adams Road site; money available for river trails; we 
need to do an access management plan for the Betsie River; we may be asked to do a letter of support 
of the grant; ORV trails, tire clean-up, Wortelboer property near Railroad Point – the family has 
asked the county and the conservancy to purchase that property and get it into the RR Point Natural 
Area; DNR land strategy. 
 
10:23 a.m.  Break 
10:35 a.m.  Reconvene 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT - Karl Sparks 
Karl presents a written report and discusses the budget calendar for this year. 
The budget committee has requested to initiate a bid process for IT equipment and services. 
Four sexual harassment workshops have been held in the past two weeks. 
The next OMA workshop will be April 8 at 1 p.m. 
He is still working on the mileage and per diem issues. 
 
He introduces the President of the Village of Honor, Dennis Rodzik:  Dennis states that they have 
done several things in the Village of Honor – reducing the sewer taxes by 75% -- 50% to the residents 
and 25% to the businesses; they have a very proactive counsel; one of the first major issues they have 
taken up is the ? Mark Building; they are concerned about the health, safety and welfare of the 
residents of the village; the building was condemned two years ago; in Jan 2014 the village counsel 
has committed a large sum of money for attorneys to get this matter taken care of; they have sought 
grant money from the State of Michigan, but they need title to the property; they believe the building 
does have asbestos based on information from Steve Haugen – 95% probability, but he could not 
confirm it; asked the building dept for a search warrant to enter the building and get samples to 
determine if there is asbestos in there; the building department would like the Board of Commissioner 
support to deal with this; when dealing with eminent domain, they will have to hire a commercial 
appraiser; would like to have this building down in the fall. 
 
Motion by Kelley, seconded by Tucker, to allow the Building Department to work through the 
process of getting a search warrant for the ? Building to look for asbestos and structural damage. 
Motion by Bates, seconded by Tanner, to amend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the 
Building Department assist the Village of Honor in the remediation of the ? Building located in the 
Village of Honor. 
Vote on Amendment:  Roll call.  Ayes:  Bates, Griner, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and 
Walterhouse    Nays:  None   Motion carried. 
Vote on original motion as amended:  Roll call.  Ayes:  Bates, Griner, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker 
and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion carried.   
 
11:00 a.m.  Mark Roper, Benzie ATV Association 
They continue to expand the route system; HB 4284 provides the Board of Commissioners to send a 
letter to the Depart of Transportation requesting the opening of M roads in the county.  The  
association asks the board to amend the ATV ordinance and ask MDOT to open the M Road M-115 
at the Betsie River Bridge. 
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Motion by Bates, seconded by Tucker, to update the Ordinance with the three amendments and to 
include this proposed amendment with a public hearing to be held.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Bates, Griner, 
Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
 
MDOT Letter:  Motion by Bates, seconded by Griner, to authorize a letter to MDOT requesting them 
to open M-115 at the Betsie River Bridge crossing.   Ayes:  Bates, Griner, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, 
Tucker and Walterhouse    Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
 
11:20 a.m.  Rob Richardson, Traverse Bay EDC 
Benzie County Task Force – Major Goals Update:   

I. Issue Identification:  Infrastructure Capacity – Statement of Goal:  Benzie County will 
improve the quality, reliability and capacity of its key infrastructure systems serving 
identified growth corridors, employers, and communities desiring growth. 

II. Issue Identification:  Skilled Trades – Statement of Goal:  Benzie County will facilitate 
skilled trades training for its students and others with programs to include co-ops and 
partnership and offered in the county with appropriate stakeholders and businesses.  

III. Issue Identification:  Value Added Agriculture:   Have not delved into this issue and will 
come back with a refined goal. 

 
11:28 a.m.  Troy Terwilliger & Laura Galbraith, EDC & Regional Revolving Loan Fund 
Laura provides the board with a copy of a power point presentation to share with the board.   
 
11:49 a.m.  Comm Griner excused. 
 
FINANCE 
Motion by Tucker, seconded by Kelley, to authorize payment of the bills from March 5, 2014 to 
March 18, 2014 in the total amount of $243,162.94 as presented.   Roll call.  Ayes:  Bates, Kelley, 
Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse    Nays:  None   Exc:  Griner    Motion carried. 
 
Michelle Thompson, County Treasurer, presents a cash fund summary report and states that she is 
still working on settlement with the townships 
 
Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Rineer, to adopt the Finance Consent Calendar items 1 – 4, 
inclusive, as presented.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Bates, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse    
Nays:  None    Exc:  Griner    Motion carried.   
 
HR and PERSONNEL  
Proposed changes to Committee Appointment Policy:  Motion by Bates, seconded by Tucker, to 
change language in said policy and come back to this board for approval at the April 1, 2014 meeting.  
Roll call.  Ayes:  Bates, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse    Nays: None   Exc:  Griner    
Motion carried. 
 
Interview Committee for BTA appointments:  Motion by Tanner, seconded by Tucker, to appoint 
Commissioners Walterhouse, Bates and Griner, Bev Holbrook and Karl Sparks as the interview 
committee for the Benzie Transportation Authority openings.  Ayes:  Bates, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, 
Tucker and Walterhouse   Nays:  None    Exc:  Griner    Motion carried. 
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COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
BVTMC – Motion by Walterhouse, seconded by Bates, to affirm the reappointment of Dan 
Schoonmaker and the appointment of Paul Bare to the Betsie Valley Trail Management Council as 
the representatives from the Crystal Lake Property Rights Association as requested with terms to 
expire April 15, 2017.  Ayes:  Bates, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse    Nays:  None   
Exc:  Griner    Motion carried.  
 
ACTION ITEMS – None  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 Livingston County resolution regarding county revenue sharing received. 
 Bay County resolution regarding road funding received. 
 Bay County resolution regarding county revenue sharing received. 
 Benzie County Road Commission minutes of January 16 and 30, 2014 received. 
 Final Adopted Village of Honor Five Year Recreation Plan received. 
 MAC newsletter regarding personal property tax received. 
 Parks & Recreation minutes of January 27, 2014 received. 
 Gratiot County resolution regarding CMH received. 
 ALS minutes of February 25, 2014 received. 
 NMCOG agenda for March 7, 2014 received. 
 Oscoda County resolution Opposing SB 552 PPT received. 
 Oscoda County resolution regarding county revenue sharing received. 
 Oceana County resolution regarding veterans and property taxes received.  
 NMSAS minutes of November 4, 2013 and January 6, 2014 received. 
 MMRMA notice of excess net asset distribution. 
 Letter from Rep Benishek received regarding Asian Carp resolution.  

 
12:33 p.m.  Public Input 
Eric VanDussen discussed that BTA comments were not retaliatory; but what is the problem with the 
Planning Commission being in violation of OMA with improper notices. 
12:35 p.m.  Public Input Closed 
 
Motion by Bates, seconded by Tucker, to adjourn until April 1, 2014 or the call of the chair.    Ayes:  
Bates, Kelley, Rineer, Tanner, Tucker and Walterhouse   Nays:  None   Exc:  Griner  Motion carried. 
 
 
Donald R. Tanner -- Chairman   Dawn Olney – Benzie County Clerk 
 

INDEX 
 

1. Approved the agenda as presented.  
2. Approved the regular session minutes of March 4, 2014 as presented.  
3. Approved to allow the Building Department to work through the process of getting a search 

warrant for the ? Building to look for asbestos and structural damage and that the Board of  
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Commissioners authorize the Building Department assist the Village of Honor in the 
remediation of the ? Building located in the Village of Honor. 

4. Approved to update the ORV Ordinance with the three amendments and to include this 
proposed amendment with a public hearing to be held.  

5. Authorized a letter to MDOT requesting them to open M-115 at the Betsie River Bridge 
crossing.    

6. Authorize payment of the bills from March 5, 2014 to March 18, 2014 in the total amount of 
$243,162.94 as presented.  

7. Adopted the Finance Consent Calendar items 1 – 4, inclusive, as presented.  
8. Authorized to change language in said Committee Appointment policy and come back to this 

board for approval at the April 1, 2014 meeting.  
9. Approved to appoint Commissioners Walterhouse, Bates and Griner, Bev Holbrook and Karl 

Sparks as the interview committee for the Benzie Transportation Authority openings.  
10. Affirmed the reappointment of Dan Schoonmaker and the appointment of Paul Bare to the 

Betsie Valley Trail Management Council as the representatives from the Crystal Lake 
Property Rights Association as requested with terms to expire April 15, 2017.  


